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HOURS 


CENTRAL LIBRARY 
711 Fifty-ninth Place, Telephone 6101 
Reading Room and Reference—8:30 a.m. to 9 P.M. Sun- 
days, 2:00 to 5:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Holidays, 
2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Closed Christmas, July Fourth, 
Labor Day. 
Circulation Department—8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Closed 
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m. during July and August. Closed 
Sundays and Holidays. 


Boys’ AND GirRLs’ LIBRARY 
5810 8th Avenue, Telephone 2-1283 


Week days, 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Saturdays, 9:00 to 12:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


BrancH LIBRARIES 


West—2419 Sixty-third Street, Telephone 2-1231. Open 
9:00 to 12:00, 1:00 to 6:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Sundays, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. except July and August. 


Lincoln—6729 Eighteenth Avenue, Telephone 2-2131. 


McKinley—5616 Thirty-second Avenue, Telephone 
2-2231. 
Washington—4125 Sheridan Road, Telephone 2-1831. 


Hours—Open 8:30 to 11:20 a.m. and 1:00 to 5:30 P.M. 
Monday and Thursday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. 
Saturdays, 2:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays, 2:00 to 5:00 


P.M. during winter months. 
Branches closed all Holidays. 
July and August—All Libraries close at 5 P. M. Saturdays. 
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Board of Directors 


Nu Wese SAN" 9 BM Be Wy ea 0 enn a era President 
[gE LOIN GSS ssc 9 eS Vice-President 
PM EME ON SOM sees A atc i he Gs i | Treasurer 
pee me) Guess (eceased,) |. vi xe eaten ge Director 
Peel aloes aeeile( Resioned:) iss ee Director 
RL Ue WU dS OS a a an a a Director 
ee ma VanaC lh oo. a eee Director 
iii flee URE a Rigid FR, ae Senora ae eae a ag Director 
Pema alicretr Pe ete eh ae yd eh Director 
ACM CELI nce Oh 2a Sah ir ada ya noe foe oD Director 
MEER MOOUNS em. ENG & oy) Superintendent of Schools 
MeO G eV eetranitz, WL ADrariai. © in. ho te es a Secretary 
~~) 
Committees 


Finance—Mrs. W. J. Cavanagh, H. J. Rafferty, C. W. 


Johnson. 
Books—Mrs. L. L. Virgil, Mrs. W. J. Cavanagh. 


Buildings and Grounds—John Burns, R. B. Whyte, 
Sydney Jones. 


Librarians and Assistants—C. W. Johnson, Mrs. L. L. 
MirmileR.) Bo Whyte. 


Library Extension— Sydney Jones, John Burns, H. J. 
Rafferty. 


| G. F. Loomis—Ex-O fficio. 
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Financial Statement 


Receipts 
Contingent ccervicm Wes cet egret $8575 200 
Appropriation. 97) 0) .c. 0 eee ee eee 68,977.08 
Pines forthe. veal. 1 3. Veen ener oe 21 TOuet 
SiC ieses ce ee eee at, | or ea ere ete reese 162.18 
Petty +Gaslir itt 205 ant) (cake iene age aera ae 135.00 
ORAS a eee at ee ne $80,144.26 
Expenditures 


Maintenance: 
Library operating expenses: 
Salaries—Librarians and 


Assistants” 9... Ti. fc setae nee $22,200.21 
Books (hey 68s ae Bee 8,999.87 
Binding c: Sesh. ke ee ieee eee 2,302.81 
Pertoditals 2a pees ea ae T0220 
Bil Piles tye, fare pet oon oe ee Ne Ree eee 
Improyement-and equipment {9,157 3-74 
Miscellaneous—Telephone, : 
Catta@e, trermht; postace, etc ms tae 1,477.00 
Po blicity sana ori in thingy pn eee eee ee 95.25 
Cony cntions= eos eee eke eee 87.00 
Gf Bree: ee er, CARs Mae tam eee 3 Ome S $49,870.43 
Building expenses: 
Janitors iwaves and extra ciel). aee $5, 207236 
DUpO LCS has ace ete oe eee pera 221 O48 
Repaits-—getieraliw saan oat eos 1,986.04 
PL eats ec kf cea ite t vel coerce aera crane 1,865.62 
By Ted oh aie apy aren eta) eae EER Ef RN a ae 1,799.85 
UVB EI” Seas alge oi Cerca eee 12 Ay 
Lnsiira nce os ees sey eee ae 206.90 
LCL ce Nai rpe thee te, eee at Ph eens lee $11557 Igo 
‘otal maintenance expenditures: ese $61,441.99 
Contingeitas eserves rae ei araa ne: 11,03 2an0 
Returmedito City of -henosiauee. paler 7,535.09 
Petty. s Cash greta eo eer eco ueeeeed see are oe 135.00 
otal os ae ee eee $80,144.26 


Respectfully submitted, 


Cari. W. Jounson, Treasurer 
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Report of Librarian 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, January I, 1942 


To the Board of Directors of Gilbert M. Simmons Library: 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 


Herewith is presented the 41st annual report of Gilbert M. 
Simmons Library for the year ending December 31, 1941. 


Libraries have always been important agencies for disseminating 
information and culture, and now with the urgencies of wartime 
they will be called upon to meet new demands. 


The library becomes a war information center, supplying maps, 
books, pamphlets and statistics of all kinds concerning the countries 
at war, to all those patrons who wish to become better informed. 
Many technical books have already been purchased, including 
printed materials on aviation, auto mechanics, blue print reading, 
welding, metallurgy, machine shop practice and on many other 
subjects. This no doubt is just a beginning of the part the library will 
play in supplying information to assist in carrying on industrial 
defense work. Special lists of the new technical books have been 
compiled to stimulate their use and these lists are being used exten- 
sively by the night classes at the Vocational School who are being 
trained in defense courses. The list will be revised from time to time 
so that the students as well as those in industry who wish to increase 
their own efficiency will have up-to-the-minute information. Books 
on technical subjects are very expensive and it may be necessary to cut 
down on the number of books purchased for recreational reading so 
as to stand back of the men who will need more technical books to 
increase the speed of their training. We are very fortunate in having 
a well rounded book collection so this special demand may not be as 
drastic as it sounds. 


The library also has another role at the present time, that of 
contributing to the survival of democracy, by furnishing books so 
that one may become better informed of the facts and also dangers 
which confront us, in order to make intelligent decisions in a demo- 
cratic way. 

The library has just launched the Victory Campaign for books 


for men in service as part of the national drive for books carried on 


by the Red Cross, USO and American Library Association. 
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The Boy Scouts are assisting 1n collecting the books, and so far 
the response from the citizens has been most encouraging. 


FIRST SHIPMENT OF VICTORY BOOKS TO MEN IN SERVICE 


Publicity 

Publicity was featured in many different ways—by mimeo- 
graphed book lists for use of patrons and clubs, book displays and 
exhibits, eighteen talks and stories given to groups outside of the 
library by librarians, K. Y. F. Hobby Show and through other 
channels. Many book lists and articles pertaining to the work of 
the library appeared regularly in the Kenosha Evening News. Once 
a week book reviews of four or five new outstanding books and 
written by staff members were given space on the front page of the 
Labor Paper, and this is still being continued. 


Book Circulation 
There were 487,784 books drawn from the various libraries, a 


loss of 17,197. The adults drew 262,380 books and the children 
225,354. The loss was in reading of adult books while the year 
before the loss was in the children’s department. The gains this 
past year were in the McKinley Library, Boys & Girls Library and 
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Stations. The Library centers circulated books as follows: Central 
Library 124,381, West Branch 72,564, Washington 66,586, 
Lincoln 71,230, McKinley 59,771, School Classroom Collections 
30,255 and Stations 18,779. The per capita circulation was 10 or 
only a fraction lower than last year and the number of books drawn 
per each regular borrower was 25. 


Order and Catalog Department 


The library added 6,602 books and withdrew 5,468 leaving a 
net gain of 1,134 and a grand total of 97,808 in the entire system. 
4,266 books were cataloged requiring 19,484 cards. Of this number 
9,657 were typed. There were 3,845 new shelf list cards made and 
1,549 accession numbers added to shelf lists for replaced books. 
Revision of some of the classifications and recataloging of some of 
the older books in literature and biography were carried on during 
the year by this department. 


Re gistration 


The number of borrowers total 19,213 or 39 per cent of the 
population. Special effort was made to get more new borrowers 
and postals were sent to over 2,000 persons not registered in our files. 
This will be continued again this year to reach another group of 
citizens. 2,810 new borrowers were gained and 3,492 persons re- 
newed their cards but the number of cards which expired and were 
not renewed offset the gain by 296. Our files are kept more active 
by having a three year registration although it naturally reduces the 
number of names in file. 


Reference Department 


This department acts as an information bureau and takes care 
of all research work. The picture, pamphlet and clipping files, 
public documents, newspapers and magazines are additional duties 
for the reference librarian. There were 91,321 persons registered 
as readers in various libraries and 4,015 research questions were 
looked up besides the numerous quick references which required 
immediate answers. 


Hospital Library 


104 visits were made to the rooms in the Kenosha Hospital by 
the Hospital librarian and 4,948 books and magazines circulated 
to the patients, a gain of 289. This service has been continued twice 
weekly ever since it was organized in 1936 and has been appreciated 


es! 
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by those convalescing and also by the members of the Hospital staff. 
The Kenosha Hospital Auxiliary contributed books and magazines 
all during the year and were circulated by the librarian. 


WAR INFORMATION CENTER 


~~ 


School Library Contacts 


The year Le ne of increased activity and cooperation 
with the schools of the city, and of further development in the 
work with parents and pre-school children, as related by Miss Hottes, 
director of Children’s work, in her following report. 


“The school-library contacts began early in September at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library with a series of three evening teachers’ 
meetings, a project which was initiated last year with mmusiad satis- 
faction. Teachers of three groups, divided according to age-levels 
taught (Kindergarten and first grade; second and third grades; 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades; ) came to the library, a group at a 
time, on three consecutive nights, to be introduced to brary resources 
in general, and in particular this year to the subject of science, for 
which the curriculum had been revised and enlarged. Books on the 
various major concepts of the subject were on display, and the 
teachers were invited to inspect them and to supply themselves with 
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those titles needed on this and other subjects through the year. ‘This 
type of close association between school and library has proven itself 
to be very valuable both to the library, which discovers through per- 
sonal consultation the definite needs of the individual teacher, and to 
the teachers themselves, who by first-hand research, learn what sup- 
plementary material they can rely upon to enrich their program of 
instruction. The circulation of useful books to teachers and pupils, 
and the reference use of the libraries, has been substantially in- 
creased by this method. 


“Tn the fall of 1941, the Boys’ and Girls’ Library and the 
Branches arranged with the schools in their respective districts for 
visits of all school children to the libraries. These visits of children 
with their teachers during school time, were scheduled at stated 
hours, and pupils were instructed in the use of the library, the care 
of books, and the pleasurable art of browsing among the shelves. 
There was an enthusiastic response at the time of the visits, and con- 
tinued and consistent patronage of the libraries throughout the 
semester. Seventh grades of the public schools, and eighth grades of 
parochial schools were given more advanced instruction in lbrary 
procedures, librarians giving one lesson in the school rooms, and 
the final assignments in the libraries. During the second semester 
it is planned to concentrate upon visits of librarians to school rooms, 
although this contact goes on all year, especially during the pre-hoh- 
day season when many stories are told.” 


Parent’s Room 


“The work of the Parent’s Room has gone forward steadily 
with a number of changes in policy and program. Beginning in 
January 1942 the pre-school story hours will take place weekly on 
Tuesday afternoons at three o’clock. This later hour was welcomed 
by mothers as interfering less with necessary nap hours for the very 
small children. Stories are told by a young woman of Kenosha, who 
has a background of Kindergarten and elementary teaching. The 
play hour is no longer a part of the pre-school library period, as 
it became evident that the very active participation of a comparatively 
large number of very young children was too stimulating for some, 
and also that the children related the idea of play, rather than 
stories and books, with the library. 

“The Parents’ Group, an informal association of mothers and 


others interested in child hygiene and psychology still meets on the 
fourth Thursday evening of each month at the Boys’ and Girls’ 


— 
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Library. These meetings have been most instructive and enjoyable, 
and those attending feel that very vital and practical ideas have been 
imparted by the speakers and from the questions and discussions 
following. The work of the Group is planned and correlated by a 
committee or Board of six mothers with the children’s hbrarian 
acting in an advisory capacity. Speakers are usually chosen from the 
community itself and are those who have had special training or 
experience with children and young people. During the past year 
the Parents’ Group has been addressed by public school supervisors 
of curriculum and kindergarten, a kindergarten and a nursery school 
teacher, a children’s librarian fom a neighboring city, two physicians, 
music teacher, and two mothers of successful and creative homes. 
The outstanding contribution of the Parents’ Group to the com- 
munity during 1941 has been the procuring of the services of Dr. 
and Mrs. Garry C. Myers, nationally known child psychologists. 
These educators, of delightful personality, appeared at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Library in two lectures Wednesday, November 12. In the 
afternoon the meeting was chiefly for mothers and the talk of Mr. 
and Mrs. Myers was in the form of a very informal dialogue, 
punctuated by questions and discussion from the audience. “The sub- 
ject under consideration was, “Cultivating Self-Reliance and Re- 
sponsibility in Our Children.” In the evening Dr. Myers spoke to an 
audience of about 300 people with the challenging title: “How We 
Parents Annoy Our Children.” It was a very happy and constructive 
assembly of mothers, fathers, educators and others, and the results 
are still felt and expressed.” 


Story Hours 


“Story hours have increased in number, there being weekly story 
periods at both West Branch and the Boys’ and Girls Library. 
Stories are generally told by the Branch librarians or their assistants, 
except in the case of the pre-school story hour, aforementioned. 
Three different types of stories are told at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library each week: on Tuesday afternoons at three for thespre-= 
school children; on Wednesday afternoons at four for the first, 
second and third grade; and on Thursday at four for the upper 
grades. At Christmas there are also three special holiday story cele- 
brations: the Tiny Twilight Hour for the littlest ones; the 
Starlight Wonder Hour for the grade school children; and the 
Candlelight Story Hour for adults and young people. | 


“The attendance at the various story hours and plays held in the 
libraries was 6,731.” 
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Buildings and Equipment 


‘The large basement room at the West Branch has been trans- 
formed into a Story Hour room. New lights and additional heating 
units were installed. The walls and ceilings are painted in cream 
color with gay floral wall paper outlining the doors and windows, 
while the floor is in a dark green. Many new benches were made, 
some painted in red, some in green and some in cream color, all 
harmonizing to make the room attractive for the children who come 
to the story hour each Wednesday afternoon. 


‘T'wo new book cases were purchased for displaying books in 
the rotunda at the Central Library and the eight large Reading 
Room tables were refinished by the N.Y.A. workshop. 


It was necessary to replace the down spouts on the Central 
Library and this work is still in process. 


The McKinley Library is to have a new charging desk to 
replace the old one, which is no longer adequate for carrying on the 
work. 


Staff 


This year the library suffered a loss by the resignation of four 
staff members — Miss Rowe, Miss Bain, Miss Butcher who resigned 
to be married and Miss Houte who left to attend college. Miss 
Dorothy Huth, graduate of University of Wisconsin and also 
Library School and several years librarian at Whitewater, Wis. was 
engaged as head of our Circulation Department. Miss Loretta Casey 
member of our present staff and graduate of Mount Mary College 
and University of Wisconsin Library School was appointed Refer- 
ence Librarian. Miss Shirley Kolar of Kenosha, graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin, was employed to assist at the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Library, and Miss Esther Jensen of Kenosha, with two years 
of university credits, to assist at the Washington Library. 


The librarian and four members of the staff were privileged 
to attend the State Library meeting in Madison in June and the 
librarian attended the Mid-Winter meeting in Chicago in December. 


During the year we lost two of our faithful Library Board 
members, Mrs. L. L. Virgil, who resigned to make her home in 
Detroit, Michigan and Mr. Sydney Jones, who was called from our 
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midst through a fatal automobile accident. We welcome two new 
members to the Board——Mr, “Lae E; Vaudreuil and Mr. Marwood 
Veale. 


Thanks again to the members of the Library Board, the Staff 
and janitors who have helped so much in extending the interests of 


the hbrary. 
Respect fully Submitted 


Cora M. Frantrz, Librarian 
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Summary of Circulation 


Jano lito. Dec. 31, 1941 


Fiction Non-Fiction saa For- | 
— oe ee ee ee ogal 
C A Le A G 
CEA rk tality wh « Lio Diecut AGS /O\ ee: 916124, 381 
borseancacciris; Library, £3,253! 20.0... 14,640}....... 165255 eee 44,168 
NMVestebfanch.!. Jo... . 10,644} 28,785) 8,776) 9,870) 14,456 33) 72, 564 
Washington Branch... 12,406] 20,427) 13,328} 12,366} 7,987 72| 66,586 
Pinecoln Branch... «: 17,063} 19,488] 12,781) 12,230) 9,654 14, 71,230 
McKinley Branch..... 15,865} 13,874) 11,766) 8,827| 9,430 Oa Ferd | 
PCNOORS Siac. es oc oth PE Tat Sime GOAL ae: WAAISE TE Pee 305255 
re 1,502 ion dca en 15838) 4595510) 1, 025|5 7,008) 3, 862 41 18,779 
ocaipee 60s pee ocks | 82,694|164,624| 69,957| 96,671| 73,703! 1,085487, 734 
CLASS ROOM LIBRARIES 
SCHOOL NO. OF VOLUMES CIRCULATION 
ETNA. LS Siege al da ee a le Pa 1,086 6,245 
Broneeutneranehre. oc Anoag. fos 454 2,296 
teria emi nee gl ch Boy ee eo. ee a, 450 3,389 
CGV IGM iia ok oe Ney ae 442 2,269 
1 (Sia Toes Aor 3 Baleares ae cane Siac ae 501 1,496 
rinopearcratica Open ‘Airgy2s.e44 6 oo a. 229 846 
PR MISENCL emi os nxt Me teeecacn es ke ak 896 5,494 
TAS a0 0) die tas 0 |e a a 305 2,148 
fe TEL SUT op hee patient ant Ie les Arran ee ae 514 1,247 
ON ULES ae Stale Ce ned ee ne ee 768 3,001 
iid ES Ce ne ie ea a 420 15 202 
Shin RRS St a 137 622 
RSE 1 vase esas rag CR Yas Sonar ge ye enh 6,218 800255 
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Statistics 
(Arranged According to A. L. A. Standard Form) 
Name of Library — Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 
City or Town — Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Name of Librarian — Cora M. Frantz. 


Date of Founding — March 1896 — Kenosha Public Library; 
May, 1900 — Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 


Population Served — 48,765. 
Assessed Valuation of City or Town — $68,977,080.00. 
Rate of Tax Levy for Library Purposes — One Mill. 


Terms of Use — Free for lending and free for reference to citizens 


of Kenosha and Kenosha County. 


Total Number of Agencies — Consisting of Centrall Library; Boys’ 
and Girls’ Library; four branches; eight stations. 


Other Agencies — Eighty-two class room collections in twelve 


buildings. 
Number of Days Open During the Year (Central Library). . 362 
Hours Open Each Week for Lending (Central Library)... .. 69 
Hours Open Each Week for Reading (Central Library)..... 80 
Increase 


Adult Juvenile ‘Total 


Number of volumes at beginning of 


VCR to cate ey eee ae ae 64,401 32,273 = SOGs ames 
Number of volumes added by pur- 

CHASC ihe iy Ua Ake eant re ae 3,649 25755 5,077 
Number of volumes added by gift or 

EXCIANOC. 4k. tae Mee reas 154 6 160 
Number of volumes added by binding 

not otherwise counted ...... 38 38 
Number of volumes lost or with- | 

drawnadurine-thesyear.n een y 2707 TO 4,758 


Total number at end of year 63,475 32,333 +=: 97,808 


[ 14 ] 


Forty-first Annual Report — Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
SS es 


Number of pamphlets at beginning of year.....:........ 11,969 

Number of pamphlets added during the year............ 207 

mremagereolepataplhicts at/end of year)... 42.0205). D2en7 6 

siorieaumber of pictures and photopraphs.............. 21,043 
Use 


Adult Juvenile ‘Total 


Number of volumes of fiction lent 


BOE OMGRUISC! tou. 5. es 164,624 02500455 247.916 
Total number of volumes lent for 
PI ems CMe a tot aft a eh 202,330 9225.35 4m Ane 2a 
Registration 


Adult Juvenile ‘Total 
Number of borrowers registered dur- 

PmCCRViCaim gage. al eh oy eso, 4,036 2d 6,310 
Total number of registered borrowers 13,503 i LO mae O, 2412 
Number of newspaper and periodicals currently received —173 

titles, 347 copies. | 
Number of persons using library for study and reading — 91,320. 
Number of staff, library service — Twenty. 


Number of staff, janitor service — Three. 
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Cora ciVUs VETANtZ 2 57k On ae Chief Librarian 
Irene Rowe (Resigned).............Asststant Librarian 
Flopa aki ELOUEs soe. erase Director of Childrews Work 
Mitude Race 2.2.6. 0 5 eos are Cataloger 
Derothys Fi athe rs oo cee eee ome Head of Circulation 
Celia, Bam (Resigned) pees cn eee Reference Librarian 
Creririide Senne. fyi. 6 ee cae es eee Branch Librarian 
Weérniesle 7 SIater >: 7 x ta Bees ee Branch Librarian 
Mitdred “Andrews. sk <' css fa eee ces Branch Librarian 
Harriet “Albright i609 oe eee Branch Librarian 
Geneviere:-Eintoons. = = nae ee Assisstant Cataloger 
PNR Ceca Gets) t cog oR Rr oh Ree ca et Senior Asststant 
fhorettas- Case yin ys soy) tarda ase tae Reference Librarian 
Nertorie. Buicher \(Resigaed jiu. coe oe Senior Assistant 
Trou ise! HCMC ke. il en Oe ee ee ee Senior Assistant 
Hllen: ambel linea com epee egy tee ean wees Assistant 
Sara Httas Crone aae 3 aie ee ee Assistant 
oan SG lerum a0 ig os cee ene eee eee Assistant 
Esther Swart a ce et iy eae ene oe Seen Assistant 
Vivien Abloute CReioned \ee ers eek eee Assistant 
Dlnat lege SKe@lar sa Uinta gr at ores ee aoe Assistant 
Bustier: Wofe ase tie ge. each he cn rea ae el ane Assistant 
Mildred Gana: unease aah kiosk oe kale eee Assistant 
Janitors 
Theodore Nelson Harold Peterson 


Henry Demmer 
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Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


HOURS 


CENTRAL LIBRARY 
711 Fifty-ninth Place, Telephone 6101 


Reading Room and Reference—8:30 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


Circulation Department—8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Closed 
Saturdays at 5/00 P.M. during July and August. 
Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


Boys’ AnD GirLs’ LIBRARY 
5810 8th Avenue, Telephone 2-1283 


Week days, 2:00 to 6:00 P.M. Saturdays, 9:00 to 12:00 A.M. 
and 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


BrancH LIBRARIES 


West—2419 Sixty-third Street, Telephone 2-1231. Open 
9:00 to 12:00, 1:00 to 6:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. 


Lincolh—6729 Eighteenth Avenue, Telephone 2-2131. 


McKinley—s5616 Thirty-second Avenue, Telephone 
22-2231. 
Washington—4125 Sheridan Road, Telephone 2-1831 


Hours—Open 8:30 to 11:20 A.M. and 1:00 to 5:30 P.M. 
Monday and Thursday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00 *P.M. 
Saturdays, 2:00 to 5:30 P.M. 


Branches closed Sundays and Holidays. 
July and August—All Libraries close at 5 p.m. Saturdays. 
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Board of Directors 


Ree alee ea nce, tee ce oy ly See eS President 
“Det TSlOge Ge cg en ee ae ne Vice-President 
PP tat CL ce eg oe hee eal bin pe eT eaSiuer er 
LG! UNIS Ci 0 aa er Director 
em EC AVA AO gs 648 6501 nose dg NS de Director 
VOGUE EAlet eee ty ol i ky hk eo Director 
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Financial Statement 


Recetpts 
Contineent sReserye ni oe an hae S$ 11,032en6 
APPLOPRAUION G01), yee meter ate ee 71,202.50 
Fines: forthe year. 4p ee ee eee 2320530 
SITE GLGh gs eee MOR re rr a Dont. 202307 
BeteyiCashy can eso 6 Noe ee ee ne 135.00 
if el) ene te ere ca 
Maintenance: Expenditures 


Library operating expenses: 
Salaries—Librarians and 


Nscistants / ar... (mance see $34,418.67 
BOOKS ea S acest see eo ee 9,964.17 
Binding; 6 oc Bar a ean ne 2,036.45 
Period italsic ss tu eee eee 1G Werke els 
Supplies ores SU re ee ee aa 1,134.26 
Improvement and equipment....... 844.35 
Miscellaneous— Telephone, cartage, 

PFCIONC.. POSta g Cyne CC ur see ee eR aa 2 
Publicity @nd> printing ee os oe 99.00 
Gonventionsa ie sorte | cite eee 7 
i Bis eo 8 eapeaiemn tha tara ee tetas Pha garter tea 

Building expenses: 

Janitors’ wages and extra help...... $ 55700220 
SUD LIES oye ease son eee cee ir acces meee 425.40 
Repairs=——peneral ye ee By ese ze 
Heat 2 Ree a ena ee ee DOO 210: 
Tiger 3: eh Sa era eRe nae nea LO 22eiA 
Water i5, eh aa tie a eee 189.39 
Tnsurancess (acide ne oe eee 555-54. 
nO ots © Geet ae aie eatin: ara aa eee? 


Total maintenance expenditures..." -..: 
(Craver calen Wer oatoy bel Rh ed cae molt. 
Returned) toxCity ofakenosha = a. 2. x. 
Bonds 220278 eee, ite er eee i eee 
Petty (Cashes ss. 9 octane senna cate 


ARs) Nepean eae waa mar ke Pee 
Respectfully submitted, 


$85,003.36 


$51,091.89 


$13,720.06 
$64,819.97 


3,9 20s21 
6,128.18 


9,990.00 
135.00 


$85,003.36 


H. J. Rarrerty, Il veasurer. 
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Report of Librarian 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, January I, 1943 
To the Board of Directors of Gilbert M. Simmons Library: 
LapIEs AND GENTLEMEN: 


Herewith is presented the 42nd annual report of Gilbert M. 
Simmons Library for the year ending December 31, 1942. 


The Library in Wartime 


The libraries of the city while continuing their war programs 
started last year, are recognizing the fact that they are real centers 
of education in a world at war as well as a world at peace. The 
war information centers on civilian defense and on all phases of 
the war continued to be in demand, and new material was con- 
stantly added to inform patrons what was actually taking place in 
the present global war. 


The library assumed its part in the National Victory Book 
Campaign and 3,000 books were collected from the citizens of 
Kenosha and sent to the men in service. It was a task to sort, 
mend and get these books in condition for shipment. A special 
effort was made to send only those books which would be of real 
interest to the boys, so consequently many hundreds of additional 
books had to be handled, which were later sold for old paper. 
The library is indebted to the Motor Transportation Company of 
Kenosha for giving free service in delivering the many cartons of 
books to the local distributing center in Milwaukee. The Boy Scouts 
also willingly contributed their services in collecting many of the 
books. The book drive has been reopened again and will continue 
until March 5, 1943, with the libraries and elementary schools 
acting as collection centers. This time an intensive and quick drive 
will have to be launched. 


Cooperating with the U.S.O. and Recreation Department of 
Kenosha the library park grounds were turned over by the Library 
Board for the men in service who spend their shore leave in 
Kenosha. During the summer equipment for recreational sports 
was installed in the park for their enjoyment. With the library 
park situated directly across from the U.S.O. this arrangement was 
found very convenient for the service men. ‘The reading room of 
the library was also at their disposal when they wished a quiet place 
for reading. 


fie) 
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Publicity 

Several book lists were compiled and mimeographed for use 
of its patrons. Our list of technical books was also published in 
an issue of the State Library Bulletin, and the Library Journal, a 
national publication, printed excerpts from a report on our Parents’ 
Library Group meetings. The library was included among those 
receiving a library publicity honor roll award for good publicity 
for 1941. The ceremony in presenting the awards was conducted 
at the national meeting held in Milwaukee in June, and was spon- 
sored by the Public Relations Committee of the American Library 
Association and H. W. Wilson Company of New York. The most 
outstanding Library exhibit during the year was the beautiful 
Gauihconr Institute colored set a North American wild flowers 
which was displayed in the Central Library. 


The Kenosha Evening News has been most generous in print- 
ing book lists and in giving space to the various activities carried 
on in all public libraries in the city. ‘heir cooperation has meant 
much in helping to bring the library service before the people. 
We are also indebted to the Labor Paper for the weekly book 
review section in their paper. 

Buildings 

It is always the aim of the Library Board to keep its six 
libraries in good repair. The work of replacing the down spouts 
on the Central Library and improving the drainage system on the 
terrace was completed this year and the interiors of all libraries 
were either washed or painted. A new charging desk was installed 
at the Washington Branch and the lighting at the McKinley Branch 


was improved by changing to a ieee type of globe unit. 


Home Circulation and Book Stock 


The total home circulation of books was 465,120. The adults 
drew 252,662 books and the children 212,458, a loss of .048 
per cent. The per capita circulation was 9.5 against 10 of last 
year, and the number of books read per each patron was 24 in 
place of 25. The libraries circulated books as follows: Central 
Library 118,655; Lincoln Branch 71,233, West -70,830,.)) ane 
ington 63,533, McKinley 54,383, Boy’s and Girls’ Library 41,788, 
School Class Room Collections 29,484 and Stations 15,214. “The 
Lincoln Branch was the only library having a slight gain in circu-- 
lation. Libraries everywhere are reporting losses in the number 
of books circulated and it is a logical conclusion that people are 
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not reading as much these days. “The young men in service, the 
women busy with Red Cross Work or in many instances employed 
in defense plants, the men working overtime in the factories and 
others occupied in Civilian Defense work naturally tend to lessen 
the patronage at all libraries. ‘(The demand for technical books which 
continued throughout the year necessitated the purchase of many 
additional volumes to assist the defense worker. “The demand 
seemed to be for books on aviation, slide rule, mathematics, blue 
printing and machine shop work. 5,426 books were added during 
the year and 5,128 withdrawn making the net gain 298 and the 
total number in the entire system 98,106. “There were 16,190 
catalog cards added to our files during the year, 8,267 tvped and 
7,670 Library of Congress cards used. With the purchase of the 
new Dewey Classification book it was necessary for the Catalog 
Department to change and expand many of the subjects already 
in the files. 


Reference Department 


The total number of readers in the various libraries was 
82,148. All reading rooms with the exception of the Central 
Library were closed on Sundays the first of December in order to 
conserve fuel oil. The lowering of temperatures in three libraries 
lessened the number of daily readers, but this did not interfere 
with the demands on the Reference Department for the usual 
research work. The Reference Librarian reported that questions 
centered around the war and its many phases. Prospective draftees 
wanted information on different branches of the service, volun- 
teers requested publications on civilian defense, and workers required 
technical material on war jobs. Cross-word puzzle fans were 
replaced by relatives of service men whose censored letters held 
clues as to camp locations. Maps, guidebooks and gazeteers circu- 
lated freely and interest was shown in description and travel of 
the many islands and countries involved in the war. 


Libraries and Schools 


The class room libraries circulated 29,484 books. In all the 
libraries it has been quite noticeable that the children are not read- 
ing as much as usual, although our regular contacts were made to 
interest the children in reading. It may be that the required read- 
ing programs in the schools were not as extensive this past year, 
or it may be a natural reaction in a war year. 8g classes including 
3,243 students of elementary grades visited the libraries in groups, 
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with their teachers. 1,905 7b and 8th grade students and 1,222 
from the High School English department received library instruc- 
tion. Librarians made their regular trips to the schools in their 
districts sometimes telling a story, telling about the lbrary or show- 
ing them some of the new children’s books. “There were 101 story 
hours held with a total attendance of 6,287. wo of the libra- 
rians, Miss ambellini and Miss Kolar, told stories weekly at 
eight parks during the summer months. The 19th Candlelight 
story hour was held as usual the Saturday before Christmas in the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library and drew a large crowd of adults and 
young people. The librarians told the stories and the High School 
A Capella choir sang several well known carols. Puppet shows by 
the Recreation Department, plays by the Durkee and St. James 
Schools, were featured at the Boys’ and Girls’ Library with an 
attendance of 524. Book Week and Brotherhood Week were 
observed in all libraries with displays of new books, special story 
hours and plays. It has been the custom for several years to have 
an outstanding book reviewed during Book Week. This year Rabbi 
M. M. Weitz gave a fine review of the “Song of Bernadette” by 
Franz Werfel, which was enjoyed by the usual large adult audience. 


Parents Library Group 


Seven meetings were held in the Boys’ and Girls’ Library with 
an attendance of 288. A speaker was engaged for each meeting, 
the talks always centering around some phase of child welfare and 
followed by discussion by the parents. The pre-school story hours 
were held on each Tuesday afternoon at 3 o’clock. After the story 
the children are allowed to handle the picture books and choose 
their books for home reading. The library habit acquired early in 


life is usually a lasting one and should be encouraged by all parents. 


Staff 


A joint meeting of the Wisconsin Library Association and 
American Library Association was held in Milwaukee in June, 
and the Librarian and assistants all had the opportunity of attend- 
ing. Two of the branch librarians, Miss Senne and Miss Andrews, 
attended the school library session of the Wisconsin Teachers Associ- 
ation meetings in November. In August the librarian attended | 
A. C. McClurg’s preview of fall books, and salesmen and pub- 
lishers were on hand to discuss many of the outstanding books and 


to display their collections. Miss Keuck, Miss Tambellini and the 
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librarian gave book reviews and talks about the library before eleven 
groups. Weekly staff meetings of the librarians at the Central 
Library were held for 45 minutes on each Monday morning. Branch 
librarians met occasionally to discuss their problems and general 
staff meetings were held four times during the year. Miss Hottes 
was granted a leave of absence in April for a year’s sojourn ‘to 
Bolivia, S. A. During her absence Miss Tambellini has been acting 
Children’s Librarian. Miss Glerum resigned in October to make 
her home in ‘Texas and Miss Theodora Bartley, graduate of the 
University of Connecticut was engaged to take charge of the Regis- 
tration Department. 


I wish to extend my appreciation to the Library Board Mem- 
bers, the members of the Library Staff and Janitors for their fine 
spirit of cooperation which prevailed throughout the entire year. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Cora M. Frantz, Librarian. 
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Summary of Circulation 


Jan. 1, to: Dec? 31, 1942 


| Fiction Non-Fiction Easy | For- 
| ____| Books |_¢1g0_| "Toray 
Kea A GC A C A 
Central) satan ee Tay TIO ee 43.146), 2 ae 800118, 655 
Boys’ and Girls’ ey 1D) Soa Wace ween 12 982s 16,27 eee | 41,788 
West Branch... i.a. 28 10,936] 28,123) 7,590} 10,660} 13,519 2, 70,830 
Washington Branch . | 11,723 19,805] 11, 783\ 12,622) 7,028 TH63 3555 
Lincoln Branch....... : 16,785| 19,101) 12,366) 12,695) 10,256)2 oe WE LAITES: 
McKinley Branch..... | 155521) 12,217) 10,4037 25 6,783 6 54,383 
Schools ssn. uae ae ad WE eae as 65.2 Silom 10, 339| 2 ee (29,484 
SEatiOnS aa cess eee ke Ed, /S2h) 4, 182 998) 5,063) 33255 4 15,214 
iLOtalietae a tae eee — 81,654]158,147| 62,850] 93,624| 67,954 8911465, 120 
CLASS ROOM LIBRARIES 
SCHOOL NO. OF VOLUMES CIRCULATION 
Bali or yiste eee ites So ere eects jC 5 
Evan utheraneht eee ee 490 2,734 
Brain Stes we bane Che one emt, ee eters ogi 3,703 
Gratit sims ee ae Tae: 407 1,425 
J etelsOnive cr ca ae ou eee eens Dye 1,812 
Orthopedic and:Open Air. .2. 2. 226 749 
Roosevelt. Soe ee ee eee 823 4,753 
Weiskopi sts 05 orca en eee ae es Sie PR SS 
St CASinir cg eee ee ee eee 555 1,157 
SE sGeorge aaiie., oe edis gen eee tore 755 25913 
Sta likestn 6 acct oe ea ee 64 122 
Sto Niary se adore eat eee ee 484 1,649 (i 
Srv Peter accion: a eee ee ee 186 737 j 
Fatal skeen auvica bine eer ts eee ee 6, 606 29,484 
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Statistics 
(Arranged According to A.L.A. Standard Form) 
Name of Library — Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 


City or “Town — Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Name of Librarian — Cora M. Frantz. 


Date of Founding — March 1896 — Kenosha Public Library; 
May, 1900 — Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 


Population Served — 48,765. 
Assessed Valuation of City or Town — $72,221,390.00. 
Rate of Tax Levy for Library Purposes — One Mill. 


sierins of.Uise—— Pree for lending and free for reference to citizens 
of Kenosha and Kenosha County. 


Total Number of Agencies — Consisting of Central Library; Boys’ 
and Girls’ Library; four branches; nine stations. 


Other Agencies — Eighty-five class room collections in thirteen 

buildings. 
Number of Days Open During the Year (Central Library). . 362 
Hours Open Each Week for Lending (Central Library)... .. 69 
Hours Open Each Week for Reading (Central Library)... .. Ke) 

Increase 
Adult Juvenile ‘Total 

Number of volumes at beginning of 

Mico Taner Beane e ie Ges Sc met A at O554 (Sm 23cm BLO DUS 
Number of volumes added by pur- 

(CLAPEISTS: 9 eas DOTS r20a 
Number of volumes added by gift or 

DAG NET og Se Ge ae 102 102 
Number .of volumes added by bind- 

ing not otherwise counted... . 30 I 31 
Number of volumes lost or with- 

drawn during the year...... eqeaeat 250.17 5,128 

‘Total number at end of year G5 sal 125202) 05,1060 
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Number of pamphlets at beginning of year... . 


Number of pamphlets added during the year 
Numper of pamphlets at end of year...... 
Total number of pictures and photographs. . 


Use 
Adult 

Number of volumes of fiction lent 
for Nome AUses yc ote eae ee 159,147 

Total number of volumes lent for 
HOMeyUses Rue tk eee eee 252,062 


Registration 
Adult 


Number of borrowers registered dur- 
Mn re tlhey Cdl i ahyiee s yaeearic B75 
Total number of registered borrowers 13,373 


Number of newspaper and periodicals curr 


titles, 347 copies. 


Juvenile Total 
81,654 239,801 


212,458 = 4655 


Juvenile Total 


2,034 5819 
5,500 18,932 


ently récéived= ma 


Number of persons using library for study and reading — 82,148. 


Number of staff, library service — Nineteen. 


Number of staff, janitor service — Three. 
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Re ere (em ea rl tA len nee non 9S ny ache Chief Librarian 


Pleroegiotes cave sot Absence) ea yeare ee oe 
ASN 3 OAT a Oe rea Director of Children’s Work 


‘ia Wa (eed OTe So. See RC NN OU A reas eae Oe Cataloger 
Eo FaG a Oc Baik earn eg at alan enti ee eee Head of Circulation 
ere ramsey Oem) orm fie Reference Librarian 
top S ind ots Cetatetes ate setae eel Ok Upaehe At eee ee Branch Librarian 
MELT ea GeO latein ee ain Mute nh ow Sai Branch Librarian 
Wiidred@Andrewse. 62.6 tite eee Branch Librarian 
PaCS Ne ti! Bore a ai eo Branch Librarian 
Ree ie wiey Car td Ua LOO teers ek wt io. Metta Assistant Cataloger 
I NIRICEMAW EL EO 0TS stata tee hay ® eee ERR eet cea ee Senior Assistant 
LES ie cae ee Ea aes on Rl aie ee Se oe ee ha Senior Assistant 
Role rime Lea ye Ulivi iat ern er alter Acting Children’s Librarian 
oe eee Lott ae CeO Coen aie PR en eat eo er Che emia eek eee Assistant 
oats lorie esencd \er ran want naman he Assistant 
Det ReTags ATUL ra gem et Tows oP Me cle te Nae Assistant 
Sy Mg EA 791A he i Maen ae ores gee ee ae Assistant 
siveodors M baveley erm cawar st Rete oyna Witte ge A sststant 
TL iee Gem VCVIGC Vern ahah Seta te an thee ence ha eek cee A Assistant 
IMACS Se Sab Ss @ eee rk Dean An enh aan ont heel han UAL aL Te Assistant 
JLRcYe WE RG> WLR hattnit x, meie taPU R= nll, pone AA monet ae Oe MRE Assistant 


Janitors 
Theodore Nelson Harold Peterson 


Henry Demmer 
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SForty-CThird 
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Kenosha, THisconsin 


Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


HOURS 


CENTRAL LIBRARY 
711 Fifty-ninth Place, Telephone 6101 


Reading Room and Reference—8:30 A.M. to 9: 00, P.Me 


Sundays and Holidays—z2 to 6 and 7 to 9 P. M. 


Circulation Department—8:30 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. Closed — 


Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. during July and August. 
Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


Boys’ AND GirRLs’ LIBRARY 
5810 8th Avenue, Telephone 2-1283 


Week days, 2:00 to 6:00 P.M. Saturdays, 9:00 to 12:00 A.M. 
and 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Closed Sundays and io = 


BrancH LIBRARIES 


West—2419 Sixty-third Street, Telephone 2-1231. Open 
9:00 to 12:00, 1:00 to 6:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. 


Lincoln—6729 Eighteenth Avenue, Telephone 2-2131. 


McKinley—5616 ‘Thirty-second Avenue, Telephone 
2-2231. 

Washington—4125 Sheridan Road, Telephone 2-1831. 

Hours—Open 8:30 to 11:45 A. M. and 1:00 to 5:30 P. M. 


~ Monday and Thursday evenings, 7 :00 to 9:00 P.M. 
Saturdays, 2:00 to 5:30 P.M. 


Branches closed Sundays and Holidays. — 
July and August—All Libraries close at 5 P.M. Sorcrdaye 


Gilbert M. Simmons 
Library 
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APR 26 1944 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 
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nS taints Svan A NRE 


Board of Directors 


TUNES, 7c] a be A Deg et a age ee Meee a President 
PoE LSet centre tk, fe Se Vice-President 
ala bs ARG Nair gS Ue aimee SU nga ee Treasurer 
Ds, TC LUA TRS Sein SONAR A ees ace a an Director 
a STV CEN Pele deh ne sole EL, ge! ck Director 
Pre aur Sey cae ey ene. ir Canaan Cnet a ae ae CRE Director 
IN CORYeT sl GIN LES: Wy e's ee also ti ea Director 
Reese Bilas eet eee ae et Director. 
Cyrene’ «ker i Re heck Superintendent of Schools 
nia ee erantzeielDraria ly ve ey emo. Secretary 
C~) 
Committees 


Finance — H. J. Rafferty, H. C. Smith, Rhea Isley 
Boars = (sal Loomis, Vie. Frost, H. C..smith 


“ Buildings and Grounds — John Burns, Rhea Isley, 
Nicholas Magaro 


Librarians and Assistants —C. D. Snyder, H. J. Raf- 
ferty, M. C. Frost 


Library Extension — Nicholas Magaro, G. F. Loomis, 


C. D. Snyder 
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Financial Statement 


Recetpts 
Contingent (Reserves “tiem aa $9,020.04 
Goverment bonds.) se ee ee - 9,990.00 
PADDY OPIS UG Iasi iges ren We ere anes ater Te BO 
Pints for thesveate >see eek ea aia 2602.00 
SUNGTIes do5 teh ea ee see ee 222077 
Petty) Cash inert 2 tice a iene nner eee 135.00 
SLiOta SAR ee BER AE eae $89,102.22 

Wen tenen ce Expenditures 


Library operating expenses: 
Salaries: Librarians and Assistants $37,543.29 


BOOKS eas oie ae oe Ry aera 10,002.82 

Bindings eee ae eee 1,691.88 

Pemodicalss cae Wass eee ay eee 15352: 37 

SUD eS Rca aro etek tae aris re eee 1,202.58 

Improvement and equipment ..... 752.01 

Miscellaneous — ‘Telephone, cart- 

age. Lreiglit, postige,s ete. Ss 1,07.7:45 

Publicity~arnd printing toye an ae 79.95 

Conventionsen sean ea eee Eigse 

Tota ye Acts Achaea eo ann $545355-05 
Building expenses: 

Janitors’ wages and extra help..... $ 6,031.61 

Supplies <5 ois: Sane see ae ee 424.93 

Repairs. Greneraloy. sais ae 2,528.09 

Phe ate sree Aon ees age ecg Pat 1,696.36 

(Bisel ener eter ream rere omen ae eed Cn 1,575-94 

Water va Ser 2 aeatrce na ee meg 81.40 

Fnstiramee: code mate eee eae 419.59 

pote ais Wake Cee rete Re gtakas Vannes $12,795 702 
Total maintenance expenditures ....... | $67, 8iaaoe 
Contingent s. escrvery arn ee eteanc 6,864.25 
Returned:to City. of Kenosha 223 5,000.00 
Gnd s 32a cr eon Vala aan ape ee rhe 9,990.00 
Petty s' Cash ous basa  poomieret, akin ent te: 135.00 

Ota ie aera tek ah GM cot ana $89,102.22 


Respectfully submitted, 
H. J. Rarrerty, Treasurer. 
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Report of Librarian 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, January I, 1944 


To the Board of Directors of Gilbert M. Simmons Library: 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 


Herewith is presented the 43rd annual report of Gilbert M. 
Simmons library for the year ending December 31, 1943. 

It is quite noticeable in libraries everywhere that there is a 
general slowing up of reading, due to the absence of leisure and the 
fact that young men who have entered the armed forces were among 
the librarys’ most ardent readers. 

Though fewer books were drawn from the libraries the short- 
age and turn over in library personnel naturally added additional 
duties to each staff member. Patrons required more personal service 
and the librarians were kept busy answering questions and locating 
desired information. 

More serious reading was done and increased interest was 
shown in books dealing with the back ground of the war, the per- 
sonal narratives of war correspondents and the men in action. 
‘Travel, biography and history relative to the countries at war, were 
increasingly popular. Although the reading of books of fiction 
decreased there were many persons in defense work who, after a 
long day’s work, wanted purely recreational reading. ‘The demand 
for technical information was urgent and many new technical books 
were added. The pamphlets on home defense and on the war, sup- 
plied by the government, provide authentic information on the most 
recent current topics and important phases of the war, and are 
available at all times. 

The library acted as a collection center for the two Victory 
Book Campaigns and 4,500 books given by Kenosha citizens were 
sent to the men in Armed Forces. A group of these books was placed 
in our local U. $8. O. rooms for the enjoyment of the service men 
who visit our city while on leave. 


Book Circulation 


‘The Central Library and all distributing agencies circulated 
420,611 books, against 465,120 of last year. The children drew 


ited 
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216,947 books and the adults 203,664. The loss in the number of 
books drawn was 44,509 and was entirely in adult reading as the 
children read 4,489 more books than in 1942. The per capita cir- 
culation was 8.6% against 9.5% of last year, and the circulation 
per each registered borrower was 23 books in place of 24 of last 
year. 


The various agencies circulated books as follows: Central Li- 
brary 88,952, Lincoln Branch 70,858, West Branch 64,796, 
Washington 58,227, McKinley 49,548, Boys’ & Girls’ Library 
42,813, Schools 29,368 and Stations 16,049. 


Order and Catalog Department 


There were 7,132 books added and 4,216 books withdrawn 
making a net gain of 2,916 and the total number in the entire 
system 101,022. There were 984 books replaced. The Catalog De- 
partment was kept busy cataloging these books for the various li- 
braries, typing 7,926 catalog ends assigning subject headings to 
9,549 Library of Congress grad ara and typing 3,895 shelf 
list cards. 

Reference Department 


The Reference Librarian reported, ““Many of the questions re- 
ferred to this department concerned the war, postwar planning, and 
world peace. There were fewer University Extension students, but 
more workers using reference material. Defense workers wanted in- 
formation on the slide rule, precision instruments and blue printing 
while employers used books on labor relations, personnel work and sab- 
otage. The home maker found aid in solving her problems on nutri- 
tion, child delinquency, gardening and lomecne economy. The new 
atlases purchased were ea frequenely, and many pamphlets and maps 
were circulated from this Teves: 64,569 persons used the 
reading rooms in the various libraries.” 


Schools and Libraries 


A great deal of the work with children is done through cooper- 
ation with the schools. 724 children of the 7 B classes and 600 stu- 
dents of the High School English classes received instruction in the 
use of the library. Teachers brought 3,157 pupils in groups from 
elementary grades, to acquaint them with the library and its re-. 
sources, and to be given instruction as to how to find their own 
books, and reference materials. 


[ 6 | 


Forty-third Annual Report — Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


125 story hours were held in the libraries with a total attend- 
ance of 3,699. The Christmas Candlelight story hour was held for 
the 15th consecutive year in the Boys’ and Girls’ Library and was 
attended by 150 adults and children. 


During the summer Service Reading Clubs were conducted in 
the branches and Boys’ and Girls’ Library and proved most success- 
ful. Before schools closed in June, Recruiting Stations were opened 
up in the libraries with Boy and Girl Scouts in charge. Hundreds of 
children signed up in the branch of service most interested in, and 
they continued the required reading throughout the summer to be- 
come lieutenants, captains or generals. 


The three summer vacation libraries functioned as usual at 
the Roosevelt, Bain and Grant Schools with a circulation of 4,953. 


Seventy-six class room libraries in twelve elementary school 
buildings circulated 29,368 books 2nd the books sent to the Senior 
High School had a circulation of 3,980. 


Public Relations 


In the spring the Garden Club displayed exhibits in the Central, 
McKinley and West Branch libraries and provided evening speakers 
who talked on spring planting. Club members were at the hbraries 
for five afternoons to answer questions, while the library distributed 
lists of garden books. 


The parents discussion group organized 3 years ago continues 
to hold regular monthly meetings in the Boys’ and Girls’ Library. 
A speaker is always. provided by the Parents Committee and after 
the talk a general discussion period follows. This has been found 
most helpful to those parents who attend. 


Brotherhood Week was again observed in all libraries with 
plays, special programs and book displays. 
Collections of books were placed in all fire stations for the men 


on duty and were frequently exchanged during the year. 


The College Club held one of its evening meetings in the Lin- 
coln Branch at which time a book review was given by one of its 
members. ‘This was a neighborhood meeting and the lbrarian in- 
vited library patrons to attend. 


During Book Week P. T. A. croups met at the West and 


McKinley branches, the lbrarians giving talks on new books for 
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Christmas gifts. At the Boys’ and Girls’ Library in commemoration 
of Book Week, outstanding books of the year were reviewed by 
Miss Reeley of the Wisconsin Library Commission. : 


The library cooperated with the Mental Hygiene Group by 
supplying lists of books on Human Relations and placing the books 
on display at the Central Library. One evening meeting was held 
at the Boys’ and Girls’ Library, at which time the problems of de- 
linguency and mental disorders were discussed. ‘The speaker was 
Dr. McDougal, who is in charge of the Mental Hygiene Clinic of 
Kenosha. 


Invitations to use the libraries were placed on luncheon tables 
at two of the Men’s Club meetings. 


Book service is given twice each week to patients in the Kenosha 
Hospital. The book truck loaded with books and magazines is taken 
into the various wards where the librarian makes a bedside visit to 
each patient, and leaves reading material for those who desire it. 
During 1943, 4,942 books were circulated in the Hospital. 


The following members of the staff, the Misses Huth, Keuck, 
Slater, Tambellini, Spray, Senne, Brooke and Cox, gave talks to 29 
civic groups, telling stories, reviewing books and thus bringing the 


library before the public. 


Mimeograph lists of new books and those relating to the war 
effort were freely distributed to civic groups and at all the libraries. 
The Kenosha Evening News and Labor paper were generous in 
printing lists and information concerning the library activities. 


Future Planning 


The Reading Room at the Central Library should be modern- 
ized by replacing the present book shelves with new units of standard 
shelving. 

The staff has felt the necessity of a rest room for a long time. 
The small magazine room in the basement could be equipped for 
this purpose, although this would not be an ideal solution. ‘This 
room is now being used to house some of the old bound magazines 
which are referred to occasionally, and could still remain there 
even if the space were transformed into a rest room. 

The need of some new equipment is quite prevalent in the 
various libraries, such as desk chairs, lamps, book cases and ete. . 
Some provision should be made for additional shelving in the stack- 
room at the Central Library, but expansion seems almost impossible, 
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on account of the physical make up of the building. The only solu- 
tion is, that a third stack be installed. A suggestion of an additional 
south wing to the building or a separate building erected on the 
south end of library park for a specialized library of Business and 
‘Technical books or Art and Music, would be an ideal acquisition 
to the educational system of the city. 


‘The two portable school libraries built 20 years ago have long 
outgrown themselves and should be replaced by new buildings. This 
would be in case the program for additions to the two Junior High 
Schools does not materialize within a reasonable time, whereby 
space would then be given for a library room. 


At present nothing can be undertaken where it requires equip- 
ment or building materials, but these suggestions should be given 
consideration for future planning. 


Staff 


There were six resignations during the year. Two of the 
librarians who resigned went into war work, Miss Andrews in 
charge of a camp library in Kansas and Miss Jensen in a defense 
industry. Miss Albright and Miss Bartley entered University library 
schools and Miss Schaff the University of Wisconsin, while Miss 


Kolar resigned to be married. 


To date four vacancies have been filled. Miss Jean Spray and 
Miss Irene Brooke, graduates of the Universities of Wisconsin and 
Library School, were employed as branch librarians and Miss 


Dolores Westphal and Miss Helen Rudzik, H. S. graduates, as 


Junior Assistants. 


‘The librarian and assistants were represented at various library 
meetings during the year, including the State Library meeting at 
Madison, Chicago District Institute, State Teachers Convention, 
Sheboygan District meeting and at McClurg’s Book Clinic. The 
librarian attended the one week conference at the University of 
Chicago on Rural and Urban library expansion. 


I wish to commend each member of the staff for her fine spirit 
of cooperation and splendid work accomplished during the year. 


Appreciation is extended the Library Board Members for 
their assistance in helping to promote the welfare of the library, and 
to the Janitors who never fail to give service where it is needed. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


Cora M. FRANTZ, Librarian. 
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Summary of Circulation 


Janse; to Dec) 31, 1945 


Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


Fiction Non-Fiction Easy | For- | 
es Books —cign | ToFal 
C A C A C A 
CenthaleG.a. Sen pesmenes aps ee BOAO ey oer 31 884s nae 590) 88,952 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library| 14,239)....... 1 SOD reas 1 02 42,813 
West Branch 220. 12,168). 21,399| 7,882) 3, 99414338 22) 64,796 
Washington Branch... 13,305) 15,225) 10,567) 11,893 lee ISB yo27 
Lincoln Branch. oo. | 18,209) 15,705) 12,363) 12,728 11,808 45; 70,858 
McKinley Branch..... | 14,528) 10,167, 9,568) 9,332|— 3,987, 6) 49,548 
Schoolsiecs ket ao oe a SOS See Ope PAG Pores 125 15 oeeee 29,368 
Stations oe hon ae 1,843) 4,371) 1,057) 4,790) 3,078 10) 16,049 
Sota lmaaten, Sickeh es | 85, 380|123,345| 59,068] 79,621| 72,499}  698)420,611 
CLASS ROOM LIBRARIES 
SCHOOL ‘NO. OF VOLUMES CIRCULATION 
Bain 35 eee TA oc SNe ear whee nee 1,105 6,237 
Ewan. Lutheran Bic ome aes 599 2,630 
Baik? sncaesoe teres ty Sie ee eres ope 569 3,662 
Gran tise a eee aa ae aon ee 428 1,456 
sl etlersonive wait cits cece eee 544 1,912 
Orthopedic and OpentAira. 2.7 ue. aoc. 206 834 
RGOOSEV ERE a4 ok he ee ee 926 5,027 
WieiskOptn, thcac-a oueint ee see ee i 465 2,134 
Sey George eters posta wel ae ee 786 2,691 
Srelakest A create ke ot aie eee beens 118 400 
Ste Mary 2ac, er Cae eee oneal 519 oi 
Ses Peters ee ack cited ee Me eee 190 568 
Aotaler ce Mince seein es ae 6,455 29,368 
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Statistics 
(Arranged According to A.L.A. Standard Form) 


Name of Library — Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 
City or Town — Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Name of Librarian — Cora M. Frantz. 


Date of Founding — March 1896 — Kenosha Public Library. 
May, 1900 — Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 


Population Served — 48,765. 
Assessed Valuation of City or “Town — $73,300,000.00. 
Rate of tax levy for Library Purposes — One Mill. 


Terms of Use — Free for lending and free for reference to citizens 
of Kenosha and Kenosha County. 


Total Number of Agencies — Consisting of Central Library; Boys’ 
and Girls’ Library; four branches; nine stations. 


Other Agencies — Seventy-six class room collections in twelve 


buildings. 
Number of Days Open During the Year (Central Library) . . 365 
Hours Open Each Week for Lending (Central Library) ... 69 


Hours Open Each Week for Reading (Central Library).... 81 


Increase 
Adult Juvenile ‘Total 


Number of volumes at beginning of 


eed Oak MARES teil hs lr ae OS 714h, ) 22.2028 SOOslOG 
Number of volumes added by pur- 
GINS cl mec Ie ages Renny a at Rod 23729 O02 


Number of volumes added by gift or 
exchange Sa daa posed «Um IOI I 102 


Number of volumes added by bind- 


ing not otherwise counted.... . 27 I 28 


Number of volumes lost or with- 
drawn during the year.)...... 2,500 The 4,216 


otal muinberat end ‘el year. 60,616 ) .24,406) 9 101,022 
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Number of pamphlets at. beginning of year. -.0... ¥ jee 12,901 

Number of pamphlets added during the year: {7 sae 256 

Number. of pamphlets at-end of years...) Les 7 

Total number of pictures and photographs... > eee 235007 
Use 


Adult Juvenile ‘Total 
Number of volumes of fiction lent 


for homé usesy 2) Sa ees sane 123,345 85,200 eases 


‘Total number of volumes lent for 


pomepuse: (iow Ay Pg eas eee 203,664 216,947 420,011 
Registration 
Number of borrowers registered during the 
VERT tee Sat, ch Sah res re Sar a Oey 2.055 55302 
‘Total number of registered borrowers 12,353 5,042 Seiya 


Number of newspaper and periodicals currently rece1ved—176 
titles, 352 copies. 


Number of persons using library for study and reading—64,569. 
Number of staff, library service—Seventeen. ‘Iwo part time. 


Number of staff, janitor service— Three. 
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ee aera CZ ees treok Met ok ON Nd Chief Librarian 
WOorictiye, Lintirase SA ase hs 2 ole Head of Circulation 
NU Wena CEA A Yet 2 Naar A RR SRE re CAA Cataloger 
| WES Og CEI ie Oe Ie eer oe eich Reference Librarian 
CrerinulgeeMenines soc s hee hus he Branch Librarian 
Weriealensiiien: eis tnt wre! over. ot Branch Librarian 
154] FA Ua b gota Reva Ca Been psi Se Rg Branch Librarian 
UGE gO so AN Leg Fo 0 a wand sega gee eee Branch Librarian 
PRR DIOOKEC, 6. age ee ayia Phe os, Branch Librarian 
PSA OPIAY ee cg yh ere Ws eT Branch Librarian 
Getemieve Eluntoonwed ici i cet Assistant Cataloger 
Pvnieta: VTISOT RAE Gh) dae i Rue oe 5) tel Senior Assistant 
PAOIEIGEETCCUICK OR Mu en e.g ee sea Ne che teh ae Sentor Assistant 
Pelenelamioel lini se Acting Children’s Librarian 
SATA Lamers tala ee eM ASR NS. Ly: Assistant 
MESELICE MO VE ATE Ansar com etat ht ae Se SR res UN Te ooh on ie Assistant 
eeever Ol alent mens. fae hue uM Og ar os Assistant 
pp latteOdoraabartleye (hortwt nen. yt. oon hasta te Assistant 
BuiStiicrs |CrSerrg ee. Dee eA eke cas ei Loe A SSA sant 
Ra Ga tice al O55 8 STR, oc ae a Pea: Soa rae ie ae We ey Assistant 
Bettie Meas blra threat ten (iene a 9 ape we eg gL Assistant 
PLC ee UCAIR Cie eas ed wets ey Typist and Assistant 
MOG OT es Wat is | cede cE et a Ale, giaarre kta tide ote Assistant 
Janitors 
Theodore Nelson Harold Peterson 


Henry Demmer 


* Resigned 


[13] 


> 


Gilbert A. Simmons 
Library 


onde 


Sorty- Fourth 
Annual Report 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Gilbert M. Simmons Library — 


HOURS 


CenTRAL LIBRARY 
711 Fifty-ninth Place, Telephone 6101 


Reading Room and Reference—8:30 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
‘Sundays and Holidays—2 to 6 and 7 to 9 P. M. 


Circulation Department—8:30 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. Closed 
Saturdays at 5:00 P.M. during July and August. 
Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


Boys’ AND GIRLS’ LIBRARY 
5810 8th Avenue, Telephone 2-1283 


Week days, 2:00 to 6:00 P.M. Saturdays, 9:00 to 12:00 A.M. 
and 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


BRANCH LIBRARIES 


West—2419 Sixty-third Street, Telephone 2-1231. Open 
9:00 to 12:00, 1:00 to 6:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. 


Lincoln—6729 ee pte Telephone 2-2131. 


2-2231. 


Washington—4125 Shesidat Raa Telephone 2-1831 
Hours—Open 8:30 to 11:45 A. M. and 1:00 to 5:30 P. M.- 


Monday and Thursday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. 
Saturdays, 2:00 to 5:30 P.M. 


Branches closed Sundays and Holidays. 
July and August—All Libraries close at 5 P.M. sceurdey 


Gilbert M. Simmons 
Library 


a 


Forty-Fourth Annual Report 
for the Year Ending 
December 31 ° 
1944 


pHE LIBRARY OF THE 


apr 10 1949 


WNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


<i 


AUVUETT SNOWANIS W LYAa TS 


Board of Directors 


Mite Wot elotticeay resigned). i... . a weal). ot President 
Bema Es tk Wh ne. a eed BY eee Vice-President 
Eee ter Cyne in oe tap lyn. Lele wh ek yt ORG m Treasurer 
hb Ce, URES 6, SOTA ae oa a Director 
sory JLab lg NTS HESS et ee ia de oan tts a Director 
ee lS elena he omy ane ag Sot dW al Ney i ae Director 
Bice ase VioanG a wt Ai te) ee aot oe Director 
its Ae RNP oie em ae JRO a Director 
Cong LS ER eek Ca ON TAN eR gee Ue Director 
G. F. Loomis (deceased) ... . Superintendent of Schools 
feels Onhelie tase me Superintendent of Schools 
earaeVicsh rants slo ibrarian ¢¢0 st) hs oe ee Secretary 


C~ 


1944 Committees 


Finance—H. J. Rafferty, H. C. Smith, Rhea Isley 
Books—G. F. Loomis, M. C. Frost, H. C. Smith 


Buildings and Grounds—John Burns, Rhea Isley, 
Nicholas Magaro 


Librarians and Assistants—C,. D, Snyder, H. J. Rafferty, 
May Cyc Frost 


Library Extension—Nicholas Magaro, G. F. Loomis, 
Cb) Ronvder 


Forty-fourth Annual Report — Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
eo 


Financial Statement 


Receipts 
Contingent: eseiye 4 2s aie aes $ 6,864.25 
Government bonds ..... ae Re er es St 9,990.00 
Appropriation iie7 <n ee eae ee 73,200,00 
Fines for the Veat es 1 A ee eee 25240.36 
SUITRCLLIGS <p hnaeh caihaln eens Meee eee meee 250.81 
Petty, Cash oe) See) tore ee ee 135.00 
Mary D, Bradford Memorialy.-....... 50.00 
bel Woy 1 Rotary Gregg cS Sede ea 
Maintenance: Expenditures 


Library operating expenses: 
Salaries: Librarians and Assistants $40,300.43 


Booksi/ n33e-¢ ee re ees ere ee 11,678.35 
Binding: 5s chetan & eee eee eee 999.78 
Periodicals: °) fa te eng tee 1,310.04 
Supplies hc) eras ee ee 1,116.99 
Improvement and equipment ..... 1,114.96 
Miscellaneous — ‘Telephone, cart- 

age, freight, postage, etc. .. ... 1,590.80 
Publicity. and ponting 3 <page 80.72 
Conventions 35 yo cies are ar ees 68.74 
wb ota 6 ice a or, Aen ee eee eater 

Building expenses: 

Janitors’ wages and extra help ....$ 6,101.01 
SUDPHES: ys eee ee ree 605.31 
Repairs —— General serene: 2,005.73 
Heatt onal res. i ek rele eure 1,003.72 
Latte ee ee ie eae ak 1,749.88 
Winters: leans 2 Oe ae eee ei etar 85.92 
Instirancese a) Se eee 298.07 

ST etal sic ce ha ore, eieae cee 


Total maintenance expenditures ....... 
Wontingent Reserves) 7.5 ee 
Returmed to City et Kenosha 535. 
Bonds): Got a he aetna eee eee aay 
Petty, Cash ye scion gait yee ee ere : 


"Total ee oe as eae 
Respectfully submitted, H. J. RAFFERTY, 


$93,939.36 


$58,267.81 


$12,739.64 
$7 1,006.45 
$,02 Jeo 
2,500.00 
11,470.00 
135.00: 
$93,939.36 


Treasurer. 
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Report of Librarian 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, January 1, 1945. 


To the Board of Directors of Gilbert M. Simmons Library: 
LaDIEs AND GENTLEMEN: 


Herewith is presented the 44th annual report of Gilbert M. 
Simmons Library for the year ending December 31, 1944. 


The library is facing the fact that when the war is over, there 
will be an increased demand for library service of all kinds. 


Service men will need vocational adjustment and assistance in 
locating aids to make these adjustments. Many will plan to go to 
college and various catalogs of Colleges and Universities will be 
available at the library to ‘guide them in their choice. The library 
will also supply books on vocations, trades and professions and will 
serve as a clearing house for all educational information. Every 
effort will be made to give special attention to the needs of veterans 
returning to civilian life. 


Library Extension 


Accomplishments during 1944 were the opening of a library 
room in the Bain elementary school and a book station in Coopers, 
Inc. 


The library in the Bain school building serves adults and 
children in the surrounding district as well as students attending 
this particular school. 


This additional library service came about very suddenly 
through cooperation with the School Principal and the Superintend- 
ent a: Schools. 


It was decided that service was needed and if delayed for lack 
of equipment it might be many months before the library could 
function. The Veconal School agreed to build the shelving if the 
library would furnish all witiasils The work was immediately 
started and it was not long before the shelving was stained, var- 
nished and placed in the room. 


Other equipment such as charging desk, magazine rack and 
catalog file was rounded up and sent to this brary for temporary 
Some of the furniture planned for the hbrary will not be 


ests 
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available until after the war, this being true of juvenile tables 
and chairs. 


Gay figured curtains at the high windows add warmth and 
cheerfulness to the room and are greatly admired by the children. 
So far the circulation of books has been mostly to children and it 
will take some time to gain the interest of the adults. During the 
nine months this library has been open 21,670 books were drawn, 
20,812 to children and 862 to adults. The factory station in Coop- 
ers, Inc. has been equally as successful. The contact for this service 
was made through the personnel director, and it was immediately 
given sanction by the factory officials. Shelving was erected by the 
factory and the library loaned a collection of about 500 books. 


Books are circulated two mornings each week, during the 
luncheon periods by one of the interested factory employees. A 
trained librarian visits the station once each week, taking out new 
books, filling requests, and bringing back to the Cenmea Library 
those books which have not rcriotane In this way the collection is 
not static and does not require as many books. Also the personal 
service and interest of a trained librarian helps considerably to keep 
things going. This factory employs about 500, mostly women and 
girls, and they drew 2,332 books the past year. From all reports 
this library service has been greatly enjoyed and appreciated by the 
employees. 

A much needed staff rest room is being equipped at the Central 
Library. ‘The floor will be covered with linoleum, drapes will adorn 
the windows and appropriate furniture purchased to give comfort 
to the librarians when off duty. 

During the year books were drastically weeded out, and many 
discarded while others seldom used, but containing valuable material, 
were transferred from the first floor to upper stacks. To take care 
of the overflow of books in the upper stacks, shelving was erected 
in the room above the librarian’s office. This shelving was also built 
by the Vocational School students. 


A new system for collection of fines using the Acme Visible Index 
and identification card was installed at Central Library. The pur- 
pose of it is to keep a more accurate account, by having each patron 
present his own card, when drawing books and other materials. 


Work with Children 


Books interest children very early in life and the library starts 
to stimulate this interest by conducting pre-school story hours. At 
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the same time the little tots have an opportunity to handle and to jearn 
to love books. The pre-school group meets at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library and has an attendance of about 25. The parents who bring 
the children to the library once a week have an opportunity to select 
books for home reading while the story hour is in process. They 
drew 1,679 books for use of the pre-school children. 


The older children also had their story hours in the various 
libraries with a total attendance of 3,888. Library instruction was 


LIBRARY STATION AT COOPERS, INC. 


given to 7B classes, English classes at High School and two High 

School classes from St. George’s School, a total of 1,470 students. 
ko) ) ) 

Wy) children visited the libraries in groups with their teachers. 

. S " . 

During the summer months a Flyer’s Club was conducted in each 

branch library to encourage reading and at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
y g g ) 

Library the Model Club of 18 boys met regularly to plan and 


make toy models, using brary books as aids. 
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Home Circulation and Book Stock 


The total number of books drawn from the various library 
agencies was 438,383, a gain of 17,772 over the previous year. The 
children drew 233,056 books and adults 205,327. 


‘The percapita circulation was 8.9 against 8:6 of last year 
and per each registered borrower 24 books against 23 of last year. 
After fiction, history books had the largest circulation, due to the 
great number of books being published on the war and the interest 
displayed in them. Useful arts, literature and biography followed 
Hextain. lige. 


There were 7,717 books added during the year and 5,389 
withdrawn making a net gain of 2,328. The number of books in 
the entire system totals 103,348 or 2+ books per capita. 5,274 
books were cataloged not including 750 replacements and duplicates, 
a total of 10,270 typewritten cards and 10,019 Library of Congress 
printed cards which required subjects assigned and typed. 


The catalog department also cataloged the collection of 619 
books sent to the Bain Library. 


Reference and Research Work 


The Reference librarian reported “that requests centered 
around the peace and the post-war world. An eagerness to understand 
and prepare for post-war problems was evident in the use of ma- 
terial on world federation, peace terms, world policing and an inter- 
national monetary fund. Home problems included those on housing 
and agricultural planning, food, health, nutrition and economic 
reconstruction. War workers temporarily employed were interested 
in industrial reconversion and new post-war industries, while return- 
ing veterans investigated government aid for further education. 
Pamphlets, pictures, magazine, and maps continued to be the most 
timely source of information. 57,100 persons used the Reading 
Rooms the: past year.” 


Miscellaneous Activities 


Book Week: Special features were promoted during National Book 
Week, the slogan being “United Through Books’. New books were 
displayed, and book lists distributed in all libraries. ‘Teachers brought 
their students to the libraries to view the exhibits. 

At the West Branch a delightful review of the book “Being 
Met Together” by Wilkins, was given for adults by Mrs. Helen 
Wilton. 
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The Art Department and Book Lovers Club of the Washing- 
ton Junior High School cooperated with the Washington Branch 
in putting on a book circus for the children. 


Parents Group: Was organized in April 1940 and continues to 
meet monthly. A speaker was engaged for each meeting in 1944, 
the subject always relating to the welfare of the child, followed by 
lively discussion, 


Garden Club: Garden displays were placed at Central and West 
Branch libraries with consultants from the Garden Club on hand, 
to answer questions and to give advice on planting. 


Book Talks and Stories: Librarians from the Boys’ and Girls’ Li- 
brary, Bain and Lincoln branches told Christmas stories and gave 
book talks to many organizations and groups in the city. At the Bain 
School the hbrarian told a Christmas story in each class room. 
Spring Book Festival: Adults and children at the McKinley Branch 
enjoyed attractive displays of new books. During the week there 
was Open House for the McKinley School teachers. 

Candlelight Story Hour: For the 16th time a special Christmas 
Story Hour was held for adults and children. ‘The processional and 
the singing of carols by the High School A Cappella Chorus, fol- 
lowed by stories told by the librarians were greatly enjoyed by a 
large audience. 


Exhibits: The art teacher from the High School, Miss Kruse, has 
been most generous in placing exhibits in the Central Library. ‘The 
attractive poster work, done by her art students, created a great 
deal of attention. 


Classes from the Washington and McKinley Schools are often 
responsible for window exhibits of their own handicraft. 


Book Memorials: Books were given to the library in memory of 
the following persons: Miss Edna Hood, Mrs. Mary D. Bradford, 
Mrs. James ‘T. Wilson, Mr. Alfred Wood and Robert Bruce 
Hahn. 


The Library Board: It -was with deep regret that the library. lost 
two of its members during 1944. Mrs. A. H. Lance, President of 
the Board, who resigned in April after serving on the Board since 
1923, and Mr. G. F. Loomis, Superintendent of Schools, who 
passed away suddenly in July. The interest and faithful service ren- 
dered by these two members will long be remembered. ‘The vacan- 
cies were filled by Mr. Gilbert S. Lance and Mr. F. E. Conner, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
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Library Personnel 


Two of the librarians resigned during the year, Miss Louise 
Keuck to have charge of the library in St. Charles, Ill., and Miss 
Mildred Cox to be married. Miss Theodora Bartley returned to 
our library after attending University of Wisconsin Libray School. 
Miss Mary Lantow and Miss Barbara Hammond were added to the 
staff as Junior Assistants. Mrs. Edward Weiss, who left the staff 
in 1943 to be married, has been temporarily engaged to assist at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library and to have charge of the Bain Library 


five afternoons each week. 


The librarian and assistants attended the State Library meeting 
held in Milwaukee in October, and the library was represented at 
the McClurg Book Clinic held in July, by the librarian and two 


members of the staff. 

‘The staff members now come under the Wisconsin Municipal 
Retirement Plan adopted by the City Council, to become effective 
January I, 1945. 

‘Thanks are extended the Kenosha Evening News and Kenosha 
Labor Paper for interpreting the library service to the people of 
the community and for their willingness to print lists of the new 
books. Also to many citizens and clubs for generous gifts of books. 


Appreciation is extended the Library Board members for their 
cooperation and help in working for the best interests of the library. 
Also to the Staff members who never fail to work in harmony with 
each other fostering a fine spirit of cooperation at all times, and to 
the Janitors who are always ready to be of service. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Cora M. Frantz, Librarian. 
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Summary of Circulation 


Non- Easy Books 


Fiction Fiction 
Central Library 


Grades 1-3 Foreign ‘Totals 


Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


Raulte 1. 5/1539% 31,948 666 90,153 90,153 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library | 
Children .. 12,702 D852) 219-020 41,574 41,574 
West Branch 
Poult «122,000 73,980 14— 305000 
Shitcdren me .el4 022 9,276 16,866 40,164 
1 G32 22 12262) 816,866 14 70,164 70,164 
Washington Branch 
maui eee L401 01. 10,625 19 24,745 
einicren..©.. 11,458 9,137 7,983 28,578 
De LO OZ Fs93o (ONCE 3 23 26 eos 2} 
Lincoln Branch 
Aan tee cl Son) 9P8"3096 aE Ae MEY 
Widrcnpe  SOus 11254545 21.5 87 41,908 ; 
Sieh iotelen! «poe voienl te oUt Ab web 22 OA FAS OST 45 
McKinley Branch 
Pat ite eee eh) 7 G6 9,710 3. 20,479 
Cinidren. 213,447 8,088 8,829 30,364 
2421.3 “175798 8,289 37 684307 506843 
Bain 
cil tae ee 662 190 10 862 
Children .. 5,044 AO 5 We eles S 202872 
5.706 4,820 11,138 10 21,674 21,674 
Hospital 
Adult, or. 1,968 2,461 4 4,433 
Ghildrenw 2) e435 * 70 120 
22011 2,468 70 4 Le 4,553 
School Class Room Libraries 
Childrenwe a 9.93626 Soe Samal 2.4 bo DES AT eee 1. 
Stations 
Adolf sia 4 10) 1,808 5,818 
Chaldrens =. 648 420 641 1,709 
4,658 2,228 641 Sah TAA 
potas ke teoll le ClOUin te enna, eRe Tard we PP nadie bree Oe atic ee 7 | 438,383 
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Book Stock 
Central Library 


CUR eee i al, ae Sa at Oe ant 48,668 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library 

Ghildren ie Gls a ee 11,054 
West Branch 

WAULt: S62 eases 2 uncer ee 7,566 

Childrens: take dehe 2 teats: cee oe eee 35956 
Washington Branch 

Pa NOLE Anas) ee Wear ty MPN AMEN AUR ECL c Me, 25033 

Chitdrenig ti. iii Ota oe AG ee eee 3,804 
Lincoln Branch 

Pasi] (oe renmp ees Prana eementia we he yh 3,944 

Chih re ie ee Noha eat ae ee 4,082 
McKinley Branch 

AUG RE oe Resin ie ln Met ee 3,445 

Child rei: sc ieee maken etek ee ee a 27a 
Bain Branch 

PACU) Ga a tel ae oe ga a 262 

Coil ery S005 eee 1S es ericson Ge een 357 
School Duplicates 

Children iets ont 3 cats yk ees eae 53/56 
‘Teachers Collection (3 grades) 

Children each irre S - Peu Ran ta alte ee ee 1,50 
Vacation Libraries 

Child Petites, Saas ae oh oe i eeu ees We eaten ate E120 
Hospital 

A CUM Beet aae estinle dacs) Seon enh ayn ata 259 

Giana reiss itech aa, Sane bee eset a ecient oO Oe 7a 
‘hotal books in force January 314.1945 22.22. 
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Class Room Libraries 


SCHOOL NO. OF VOLUMES CIRCULATION 
aie, (G8) GY a oa 543 2,542 
Even iucneran, Fr: (6G mos. in... 0 5.. 341 25552 
| ECS te Sage a a 509 23592 
(SDE W ACS al i a a ; 513 vst 
|S TERS UT ae ee i 481 2° 103 
Orthopedic and Open. Air............: PA 1,094 
IRGOSENCLENe L. te, hehe tes oe an ate 765 4,432 
PER SCOL UCHR CS irre Miioateo Ban he dates 812 3,469 
Shi LRTI NSC Sa FT EY (aN US eee ene 127 783 
BENE AE Veer sc Sec en Ra ein ee 502 PSH 
RTMROUCE Mee tei ok ache ess ek lel, Sl chaens, 211 456 
WNCISKOU EM ec een, Ghat Tad | 526 a5 2e0 

TIENTS oT aoe RS rR a ea 5,547 27 O20 


Rental Collection 
Book Account 


P wokemonenand(anuary 1, LOLA ae pe eee holes lel 176 
Dooks-added: during yearou...0.. 5 104-——Central 
14—West 
118 
204 
Books withdrawn during year ....... TOS Wcnitiat 
1—West 
105 
Deoussineuses)anvaryil, 104.5". ..4.)2. 155—Central 
34—West 
189 
Cash Account 
On Hand etre t ymbsiel O4 feta ie te ar etna dec $156.30 
Received from rentals and fines .... ... 262.19 
$418.49 
Teach Ord DOOKS: eed Nh eer ety OF Ee eh $198.79 
Wee res te otis bat kes CCOUN te ee eeu, oe 4.00 
202.79 
Gass onananda |anuaryeleLO4 5 ses ahah s od eto, $215.70 
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Statistics 
(Arranged According to A.L.A. Standard Form) 


Name of Library—Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 
City or “Fown—Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Name of Librarian—Cora M. Frantz. 


Date of Founding—March 1896—Kenosha Public Library. 
May, 1900—Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 


Population Served—48,765. 
Assessed Valuation of City or ‘Town—$73,200,000.00. | 
Rate of tax levy for Library Purposes—One Mill. 


Terms ‘ot Use==F ree for lending and free for reference to citizens 


of Kenosha and Kenosha County. 


‘Total Number of Agencies—Consisting of Central Library; Boys’ 
and Girls’ Library; five branches; ten stations. 


Other Agencies—Seventy-eight class room collections in twelve 
buildings. eae 


Number of Days Open During the Year (Central Library). . 365 


Hours Open Each Week for Lending (Central Library).... 69 
Hours Open Each Week for Reading (Central Library). ..... SI 
Increase 


Adult Juvenile Total 


Number of volumes at beginning of 


VATS ya ch any tes ea ae ea 66,016 34,406 iroameo? 
Number of volumes added by pur- 

Chase yh it nigre aad Sr eaee. Eero 3,611 7,247 
Number of volumes added by gift or | 

EXCHAN ED WIRE: Sek. oid y: a eee 222 2 334 
Number of volumes added by bind- 

ing not otherwise counted .... 26 I 36 


Number of volumes lost or with- 


drawn during the: yeate)< ai<6. 2,944 DAA Ts 55201 


Total number at end of year. .67,775 355573. @rGgme. 
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Number of pamphlets at beginning of Side es thy eam a ee 1 351 537 
Number of pamphlets added during the year ............ 735 
eminewotepanpnietyat end of yearn, aan os ens 13,129 
Sieeaeruripersoti pictures. ands photographs 4. 34/2) 2 24,257 
Use 
Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of volumes of fiction lent 
Moree Ole MISe yr me 5S vik ae 12.05 701 SASS Meee? LL.O 22 
‘Total number of volumes lent for 
DSIem Ise gran Tie fw ston os Cs, 205 92 ie e223 O50 tot 8 3 
Registration 
Adult Juvenile ‘Total 
Number of borrowers registered 
POOR CEM VCALS Attra srlue) oe 3,463 2,422 5,885 
‘Total number of registered 
POR CEL ene time Catan nc ieee. t 11,979 5,826 17,805 


Number of newspaper and periodicals currently received—18o 


titles, 395 copies. 


Number of persons using lbrary for study and reading—s57,100. 


Number of staff, library service—Nineteen full time and ‘Two 


part time. 


Number of staff, janitor service— [hree. 
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CoraeNVic Frantz Ree ere ene Chief Librarian 
Dorothy south ss roe a are ceaae Head of Circulation 
Maude Race i... < it nate, 3 ai ened eee Cataloger 
Dorettar Casey soe Ue ce eee Reference Librarian 
Geértrade Bennie. a eee Branch Librarian 
VernealeSlatem a. 4 fae ee Branch Librarian 
lrene( Brooke; see SS ae eee Branch Librarian 
JéeansSpray a. Ges 3 eG ee Branch Librarian 
Genevieve Huntoon..%. 2 2 Assistant Cataloger 
Alice (W ilsonet eo. fen ea on ee ae Senior Assistant 
*ouise GUC soy chia nai eke ee meme Sentor Assistant 
Ellen Tambellini Gagnon .. Acting Children’s Librarian 
Sara.Etta ‘Crone. sia o%s ou eee eee Assistant 
Esther Swartz: Ask 0 ee Assistant 
Shirley (Kolar W etss saci. greene ee Assistant 
‘Theodora; Bartley. Aa a eee ae ee Assistant 
Mary: antows sos sis da see ee tee Assistant 
Mildred Cox ye.) a Be eee ee oe Assistant 
Helens Rud ik oa) cee tien ae age Typist and Assistant 
DoloressWestphalie:<s 70 tere e. 3. oe eer Assistant 
Barbara “Hammond «sree wee ak eee Assistant 
Frelén, JohnsonwlViabisted) i006 a o.oo ee Part Time 
Mabel Waltersshiawes, 94 Seana: 3 tae Part Time 
Janitors 
Theodore Nelson Harold Peterson 


Henry Demmer 


* Resigned 
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Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


HOURS 


CENTRAL LIBRARY 
711 Fifty-ninth Place, Telephone 6101 
Reading Room and Reference—8:30 A. M. to 9:00 P. M. 
Sundays and Holidays—z2:00 to 6.00 and 7:00 to 9:00 P. M. 
Circulation Department—8:30 a. M. to 8:00 Pp. M. Closed 


Saturdays at 5:00 P. M. during July and August. 
Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


Boys’ AND GirRts’ LIBRARY 
5810 8th Avenue, Telephone 2-1283 


Week days, 2:00 to 6:00 P. M. Saturdays, 9:00 to 12:00 A. M. 
and 2:00 to 6:00 Pp. M. Closed Sundays and Holidays 


BrancH LIBRARIES 


West—2419 Sixty-third Street, Telephone 2-1231. Open 
9:00 to 12:00, 1:00 to 6:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 P. M. 


Lincoln—6729 Eighteenth Avenue, Telephone 2-2131. 
McKinley—5616 Thirty-second Avenue, Telephone 2-2231. 


Washington—4125 Sheridan Road, Telephone 2-1831. 
Hours—Open 8:30 to 11:45 A. M. and 1:00 to 5:30 P. M. 
Monday and Thursday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00 P. M. 
Saturday, 2:00 to 5:30 P. M. 


Bain—2210 Fifty-second Street, Telephone 9793 


Hours—Open Monday and Tuesday 1 to 5 P. M. 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday—g:00 to 11:30 A. M. 
and 1:00 to 5:00 P. M. 


Branches closed Sundays and Holidays. 
July and August—All Libraries close at 5 P. M. Saturdays. 


Gilbert M. Simmons 
Library 
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RENAE LABRL 1 


THE LIBRARY OF THE 


MAR 28 1946 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


AUVUETT SNOWNIS W Ladd To 


Board of Directors 
Term Expires 


PURI SAW ed Seg a2 I I ee gr July 1, 1947 
Peace CAPres dent 3 ul on ke ek July 1, 1946 
ie dhe LM BANS mad 071g) are eae July 1, 1948 
VL eas, eee ne ee ae re July 1, 1946 
sooo AW BOS YEN Oe ea ee (al eee July 1, 1948 
Penede isieyog of. SEY Ms Mente eG Pe oC July 1, 1947 
Rites eV Laity a te en a a Jlyet S20 47 
LCOS Shi Ge eee ee July 1, 1948 
pple © ONNET 5. os, a _ Superintendent of Schools 
ee Vie Han 07 ee ee ee tis av Librarian, Secretary 
~~) 
Committees 


Finance — H. J. Rafferty, H. C. Smith, Rhea Isley 
Books —M. C. Frost; H. C. Smith 


Buildings and Grounds — John Burns, Rhea Isley, 
Nicholas Magaro 


Librarians and Assistants — C. D. Snyder, H. J. Rafferty, 
Mee a erost 


Library Extension — Nicholas Magaro, C. D. Snyder 
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Financial Statement 


: Receipts 
Contingent Reserve «7:5 urn ee ee $. $;027-08 
Government Bonds ands Interest = 11,659.00 
FADD FODII ALON ah etarren ich Tere eae 73,500.00 
Pinesat or thes year, «0m. cee ere 3,616.34 
Miscellancous 20a ae cetbe y: 
Petty Cashigs San’ i oe nee ene eee 125.0¢ 

TORE cc OMe nn ae eee aaa 
Maintenance: Expenditures 


Library operating expenses: 
Salaries: Librarians and Assistants. $42,410.85 


Retirement. 0 sen 7 hee ae ee 4,609.40 
BOOKS. ots 1a eee ee ee 11,493.26 
Binding) <sieeeeten ss 05: eee eee 1,500.00 
Periodicals 44, Be AuGhee eee 15320-48 
Supplies uf kA aoe. eer ae 1,250.90 
Improvement and equipment ..... 748.85 
Miscellaneous—Telephone, cartage, 

TYCO «posta Pe wcte.— eee eas : “5,502.54 
Publicityeand® printing joss sere ee 99.60 
Conventions ae aa eee Chee Crises 

Noyes) eer es Te terrane Me Raph eAE CoM 

Building expenses: 
Janitors’ wages and extra help ....$ 5,564.89 
SUPPLIES 7 Ae ae ee, So ees eee 22 Ae 
Repairss=—7. Gremeralit eos a eee $ 2,3875h0 
Peat i Rae eters oo perenne 1,910.83 
Pig titos soogs ston edie ca} eee ae Oe 1B ag BY 
Water Gen yee ee cee 21,55 
lnsuranGet devia eee ee ee ee 280.22 
Ota LOG: mete, ae ie ea eee aed 


‘Total maintenance expenditures 
Contingent Reserve 


Bonds 


(ota lao. aes eee 
Respectfully submitted, H. J. RAFFERTY, 


$98,049.39 


$65,102.13 


$12,297 36 


$775323-39 
8,932.00 
11,659.00 
135.00 


$98,049.39 


Treasurer. 
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Report of Librarian 


Kenosha, Wisconsin, January 1, 1946 
To the Board of Directors of Gilbert M. Simons Library: 


GENTLEMEN: 


Herewith is presented the 45th annual report of Gilbert M. 
Simmons Library for the year ending December 31, 1945. 


It seems appropriate at this time to glance back over the 45 
years that this library has been serving the community and briefly 
summarize its development. 


In May 30, 1900 when Gilbert M. Simmons Library was 
presented to the City of Kenosha, by Mr. Z. G. Simmons, the 
population was 11,606 and no one at that time could predict what 
the development of library service would be 45 years hence. For 
several years this one building was adequate in taking care of the 
reading interests of the community. 


The City started to grow rapidly and it was soon found that 
the books would have to be taken directly to the people, and so 
the first branch library was opened October 14, 1914 in a small 
store building on the West side of the city, located at the corner 
of Roosevelt Road and 22nd Ave. This was later transferred to 
larger quarters on 22nd Ave. and 61st St. and remained there 
for six years. 


In June of 1919 another branch was established on the north 
side of the City at 4416 Sheridan Road and about a year later was 
moved to 706 43rd St. just off of 7th Ave. 


Another step in extending service was the placing of class 
room libraries in all public and parochial schools. 


In 1923 three library buildings were erected on the grounds 
of the three Junior High Schools, thus serving the schools and 
surrounding communities. 

Two of these libraries, although outgrown, are still being 
used, while one was transferred to the Lincoln Junior High 
School when erected in 1929. Another will be given space in the 
new unit soon to be added to the McKinley School. 

Immediately following the erection of these branches, plans 
were made for a permanent building at the corner of 63rd St. and 


LS 
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25th Ave. This lot had been previously purchased by the Library 
Board, in anticipation of a library on the West Side. he library 
building was started in October 1924, dedicated with appropriate 
services May 30, 1925 on the 25th anniversary of Gilbert M. 
Simmons Library, and was occupied July 1, 1925. 


This same year first place in Wisconsin Better Cities Contest 
was awarded the library system of Kenosha. It was a test of library 
service rendered to the community and it was a real inspiration to 
receive this excellent rating for work accomplished. The Judges 
were outstanding U. S. citizens including a prominent hbrarian 
from New Jersey. 

Soon plans began to formulate for remodeling the Unitarian 
Church, a beautiful Gothic stone building, for a Boys’ & Girls’ 
Library and by April 12, 1929 was completely equipped and for- 
mally dedicated. It is the only separate brary building for boys and 
girls in the state of Wisconsin. 


All of the extension work which developed so rapidly, was 
paid for from annual appropriations received from the City. 


At this period Gilbert M. Simmons Library began to outgrow 
itself and in 1935 two basement rooms were excavated under the 
south terrace by F. E. R. A. labor and were used to house maga- 
zines and to provide space for Janitors’ room. 


Before our system of branch libraries was inaugurated there 
were stations in some factories but it seemed advisable later to dis- 
continue these, as branches throughout the city would take care of 
all reading interest of adults. 


Library service was extended to the Kenosha Hospital in May 
of 1937 and two mornings each week the Hospital librarian takes 
books and magazines right to the bedside of the patient, now cir- 
culating more than 5,000 books annually. “The same year a 
memorial of all men from Kenosha County who served in World 
War I was given by the late Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Lance. Names 
are carved in the two marble niches in the library vestibule and done 
in gold. 

In April of 1944 a library room was opened in the Bain 
Elementary School and a station started in Cooper’s Inc. factory. 


At present the library system includes seven libraries, including 
Gilbert M. Simmons Library, Boys’ & Girls’ Library, 3 school 


and community libraries, one community lbrary, one elementary 
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Alse 
school library, ,one hospital library, one factory station, books 
at fire stations, at Veterans Bureau, Recreation Department for 
summer playground work, Collections of books in 69 class rooms, 
in 13 school buildings and several hundred books at the High 
School to supplement their library collection. 


The following comparative figures show the growth of the 
library service for 45 years. 


1900 1945 
BROS CLOT) gees Yi a usa es 11,606 48,765 
Volumes in library ..... 8,194 104,707 
Booksrcireu lated: 4.4.3 5.4: 36,236 433,618 
Circulation per capita ... 321 8.89 
cpr tukes ge or seich $1,985.61 peo Lone 
Per capita expenditures .. Ay ash 
Cost per vol. circulated .. .05 ply 
No. of staff (full time)& . 3 19 


The library reached its peak in circulation of books in 1932 
with a circulation of 641,934 or 12.7 books per capita and 31 
books per borrower. This was during depression years when men 
and women were unemployed, and was a temporary situation to 
be taken care of. There was a gradual and natural decrease in 
circulation when men returned to work, but for the next few 
years the circulation fluctuated with gains and losses. “Then came 
World War II bringing as usual all over the country a drop in 
the reading of books. 


Now that the men are returning from service and women 
have given up many war activities, there is already an upgrade in 
the use of libraries and there should be a rapid increase from now 
on in the reading of books. 


Circulation and Book Stock 


During 1945 the various library centers circulated 433,618 
books, 204,779 to adults and 228,839 to children, The books 
circulated as follows: Central Library 89,870, Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library 36,367, West Branch 68,775, Washington 50,788, Lincoln 
69,998, McKinley 48,640, Bain 36,907, School Class Room Li- 
braries 20,826 and Stations 11,447. 

There was a slight loss in total circulation, less than two per- 
cent over last year and the per capita circulation of 8.89 is only a 
fraction less than the previous year. 


Fe 
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There were 6,493 books added and cataloged during the year 
and 5,134 withdrawn making the net gain 1,359 and a total 
of 104,707 books in the library. 


Reference and Research 


The Reference Librarian reports “the work of the reference 
department includes fact finding for ‘quick’ references, the selec- 
tion of material on requested subjects for students or other pa- 
trons, and assistance in the preparation of programs for study 
clubs. A survey of the references of the past year shows interest 
in world political affairs, in our own economic reconversion, and 
in the home problems of soldier and civilian. Returning servicemen 
studied job opportunities, considered the possibilities of new trades 
or professions, and took refresher courses to prepare for the college 
work offered under the G. I. Bill of Rights. Among the additions 
to the reference collection during; the year have been ‘Facts on 
File’, a weekly digest of world events, and two new sets of en- 
cyclopedias.”’ 


Work with Children and Schools 


To be able to introduce the children to the best literature 
and to guide their reading toward wise selection of material is 
always a gratifying experience, especially when they themselves 
react with enthusiasm and pleasure. 


The many activities carried on in the various libraries all 
help to encourage and interest the children in reading. The attend- 
ance at the pre-school story hours held at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library was 478, an average of 18 at each story hour, and 3,388 
at the regular story hours for older children held in the branch 
libraries. 

Special story hours were conducted during the summer at 
Bonnie Hame, a government housing project, with an attendance 
of 164 children, an average of 41 at each story hour, and the usual 
Christmas candlelight story hour with an attendance of 75. 

Summer reading clubs interested several hundred children of 
the city and 466 diplomas were issued to those who finished the 
required reading. 

The three plays held at the Boys’ and Girls’ Library and 
West Branch drew an attendance of 480, or an average of 160 
at each performance. 
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The usual library instruction was given to 2,826 students 
in public and parochial elementary schools. Also to 26 English 
classes from High School or about g10 students when they visited 
the Central library with their teachers. 

Visits of classes with teachers were made to all libraries 
and many principals are assigning classes regularly for visits once 
a week, and at the same time they select their home reading. 


PRE-SCHOOL STORY HOUR 


‘The Bain School Library opened in September of 1944 as a 
permanent library, has been a worth while project and during 
1945 circulated 36,907 books. Appreciation of this service has 
come from the principal and teachers of the school, reporting 
that there has been a decided increase in reading ability among the 
children and a growing interest in books. The reading of adult 
books is increasing as 3,920 books were drawn. When this lbrary 
can be extended to at least one evening each week, more adults 
will take advantage of its service. 


pe 
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Library and World War I1 


Libraries every where have been carrying on their work under 
difficulties. A constant turn over of personnel, the lack of equip- 
ment and supplies, and a struggle to obtain books, especially to 
replace many of the worn out ones, have all been trying situations. 
It will take sometime before this condition will be altered. 


The library continued its war Information Center throughout 
the war years displaying pamphlets and posters on Civilian Defense, 
and books and maps on all phases of the war. 


The library collected, sorted and packed over 3,000 books 
for service men overseas. 


Librarians served on many committees, draft and ration 
boards, assisted at the U.S.O. Canteen, worked for the Red Cross 


and took first aid courses. 


Stress was placed on purchasing career books for the returning 
soldiers, and they are already making use of them to re-establish 
themselves in their trades and professions. A collection of these 
books was loaned to the Veterans Bureau in the Court House and 
are still being used by the discharged soldier as he waits for an 
interview. 


Miscellaneous Activities 


Reserves: In order to give patrons an opportunity to see the new 
non-fiction books added to the Central Library they are placed 
on display every Monday for one week. If the patron finds a book 
he is interested in, he may put in a reserve for it. This personal 
service 1s greatly appreciated. 


Parents Group: Continued its regular monthly meetings at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library with discussions on “Parental Care of the 
Child”. The outstanding meeting was held in April with Dr. 
Cary Cleveland Myers of Cleveland, Ohio as principal speaker. 


Book Week: “United Through Books” was the theme for Book 
Week again this year and new books were on display in all hbraries. 
At the McKinley, Bain and Lincoln libraries book chats were 
given to the students. At the West Branch and Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library foreign dolls supplemented the collection of books about 
children of other countries. The Central Library had an attractive 
display for adults and patrons were allowed to reserve the books. 
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Displays: Were featured through the year at all libraries. The 
Central Library is indebted to the Art Classes at High School and 
Kemper Hall for excellent drawings and oil paintings and to cit- 
izens who loaned their collections of hobbies. 


Students at the Washington library displayed their own handi- 
craft in the library windows. The display of dresses made by the 
8th grade pupils was given a great deal of attention. This was 
also publicized in the Evening News. 


Future 


The most pressing need is the installation of a new lighting 
system in the Rotunda and Reading Room at Central Library. 
Then space must be found for the ever increasing book collection, 
and it is not far distant when the lower hall and Rotunda will 
have to house book stacks, unless more desirable provision can be 
made available for collections of books and magazines. A solution 
of this, as stated in a previous report, would be to erect a building 
on the south side of Library Park for art, music and technical books. 

New equipment is needed such as desks, desk chairs, type- 
writer, desk lamps, doll case, a charging machine, and other items 
which could not be obtained during the war. 

The future brings many opportunities for broadening the 
cultural life of the people of the city. 


Library Personnel 


There were 3 resignations, Shirley Kolar and Mary Lantow 
who resigned to be married and Barbara Hammond who entered 
the University of Wisconsin as a student. 


The following apprentices were added to the staff: Marcella 
Veleke, Carmella Andreoli, and Joyce Zuidweg, all High School 
graduates. 

A. C. McClurg’s annual book conference in July was at- 
tended by the librarian and the following staff members: Misses 
Senne, Huth and Slater. 

The State meeting held in October in Milwaukee was attended 
by the librarian and eleven staff members each attending one day 
session. , 

The librarian served on two committees, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee and Chairman of the Library Development 
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Fund, and Miss Huth served on the Membership Committee, and 
was elected Secretary of the Association for 1946. 


Librarians appeared before several groups, sometimes tell- 
ing stories, giving book chats or giving information concerning 
the library. The groups included American Legion and Masonic 
Christmas parties for children, Baptist Church School, Orthopedic 
School, P. IT. A. Groups and Jefferson School. 

Miss Maude Race, member of the staff for 39 years, retired 
December 31, 1945. She rendered efficient service to the library 
and community during her many years of employment. 

It was with great sorrow that the library lost one of it most 
ardent supporters, Mrs. A. H. Lance, who passed away July 27, 
1945. Mrs. Lance served on the Library Board since 1923 and 
was president since April 1933 and until her resignation in April 
1945. She devoted a great deal of her time to further the interests 
of the library and her absence from the Board has been greatly felt. 

I wish to thank the members of the Library Board for their 
continued interest and cooperation during the year and Staff mem- 
bers and Janitors for splendid service rendered. 

Thanks is extended to the Labor Paper and Kenosha Evening 
News for printing book lists and library news and to citizens who 
donated pictures, stage for Story Hour room, globe of the world, 
foreign dolls, and several books. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Cora M. Frantz, Chief Librarian. 
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Summary of Circulation 


Fiction ee eh ehtis ® Foreign Totals 

Central Library 

Aci ltt ies Soy ee 58,801 30,426 643 89,870 89,870 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library 

Children’) 2-2 10,883 8,091. 173393 365367 307007 
West Branch 

ACG. 9. ae 2 bee 20,849 8,469 34.  QVOGa7 

Children sss ee 13,092 9,044 17,287 39,423 


33,941 17a 3s 2, 2om 34. 68,775 “Osoas 


Washington Branch 
AGuLt: eae ree: [25502 oO 560 22:~ 2057 
Chiidvenset ese. [1037 355978 35930 28,614 


250790 1S; low, 8,930 23 50,7839 505733 


Lincoln Branch 


vANG LS Ih Mea payon | Poet Ae 15,043. "91 35537 8 2855s 


317540 925,349 2857, 8 69,9935 5 G97 772 


McKinley Branch 
ett a 2 ihe O95 76 tea 7 Oisiee 
Childrens i? ie 7,506 8,431 27,459 


Do Gee S.023 8,431 7 48,640 48,640 


Bain 
VA tee ees eae ee 2,882 1,026 12 3,920 
@hildrent ee 72936 Ts5 SO al/2465 32,987 


10,818 8,612 17,465 12 36,907 =360007 
School Class Room Libraries 


Ghiuldrenz se ce: 7,468 S022 8,336 20,826 "“ZO58z6 
Stations 
AGU lites eee ae eo 4,461 6 9,689 


Ghaldrens sees Oe 405 729 beiaeys: 


5,846 4,866 729 6 11,447 11,447 
‘Total Cire lationinn % ety ele ae ee 433,618 
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Book Stock 


Central Library 


MONON 2. ah As steer iy et eee eee Tee 47,082 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library 

Grit re ame mrcn ee ate tan ee ee er eS 11,288 
West Branch 

ANGGUUNS (he, hte VEE, AP Pag tO crete Ta 7,610 

Sei cl Coreneeet eae. Ta ie eee | Ae 3,944 
Washington Branch 

GNGUOWE. Saou 7 ok ta oR a Oe Bee 748: 

CU Veneto Beek SO a a ee 3,886 
Lincoln Branch 

ANG Lede A PERE. Bese Te Oren erage tae ea ann eee 4,118 

NOAPEU CORA eo sine MEME? | x eer "eee oe ee ee Die a AGS 2 
McKinley Branch 

AMGNUANG Sc Pee ee eR ee ee ee 35504 

CiiCrer Miers Pe me es, Set eee eR Coe 
Bain Branch 

AUEITEN SRS 8 Solierek ae Bes On arog me PL ae 475 

Cota verre wep rasa we aye (eee a he Wee il ve) 
School Duplicates 

CUIGITE «ee Re WEP ele eater ers eb) G3022 
Teachers Collection (3 grades) 

(CHV ONT 7, See bee eens Ras eee 16722 
Vacation Libraries 

(Sil ire nmr en etc Wr Ais Ee alee 1,149 
Hospital 

JAW AIMS: OO ee se ee ee 258 

OUGHT Deere Se ee ee Pa 77 
SliGtamUoOkseiinetorceg anuaty, 159104005... sm. 


Total 
47,682 


11,288 


T1955 4 


> a 


S270 


75376 


1,577 


6,032 


ay] 22 


1,149 


335 
104,707 


[15] 


Forty-fifth Annual Report — Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


Class Room Libraries 


SCHOOL NO. OF VOLUMES CIRCULATION 
Bethany 24. cmos®)- santa eee 55 98 
De anit 05 erent Pe eas 100 300 
Evan, Lutheran Fr. 4mos.) . 400: 291 951 
Biratink > potent et ee een ae ee 596 2,904 
CHEAT a a Be eee cee 485 1,470 
J CHerson “seen cathe toe ie oa Gy ee oe 463 2,449 
Orthopediesand Open: Ain. 4ne 182 1,092 
Roosevelt. 5c ae ae Se ee ee 855 3,968 
SE EGGO RE OFr ye ee oh ete eons eo 479 25629 
Stu esae 7 ne ote ee ee ee eee 110 575 
te VLAN tect aca ah eae Geerene re 510 1,918 
Sie Petere sat me Wee. ewe rue arte 210 295 
WeiskOp iets peat gaw Ome nk hae ee 452 25 aon 
ARO Ea [is ia 8s ct ag hehe thats ee 5,084 20,826 
Rental Collection 
Book Account 
Books onvhand January 1606045 4 4. ee ss 
Books added during year ...... 137-—Central 
29—West 
166 
335 
Books withdrawn during year ..... 121—Central 
20—West 
I41 
Bookseii use january, 10404 4a. 17 1—Central 
43—West 
2 
Cash Account 4 
Onwiland January tolO45. aa ee ea ee $215.70 
Recetved fromerentzlseandetincs eee ae 300.98 
$516.68 
Raid «for books: a ene os ea $222.00 
Tnterest@oum bank account sy a) eee 56 
$229522 
Cash on bande) anuiamel.. 10400 on ee $283.46 
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Statistics 
(Arranged According to A.L.A. Standard Form) 


Name of Library—Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 
City or ‘(Town—Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
Name of Librarian—Cora M. Frantz. 


Date of Founding—March 1896—Kenosha Public Library 
May, 1900—Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 


Population Served—48,765. 
Assessed Valuation of City or “Town—$73,500,000.00. 
Rate of tax levy for Library Purposes—One Mill. 


‘Terms of Use—Free for lending and free for reference to citizens 


of Kenosha and Kenosha County. 


‘Total Number of Agencies—Consisting of Central Library; 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library; five branches; ten stations. 


Other Agencies—Sixty-nine class room collections in thirteen 
buildings. 


Number of Days Open during the Year (Central Library). . . 365 


Hours Open Each Week for Lending (Central Library).... 69 
Hours Open Each Week for Reading (Central Library) .... 81 
Increase 

Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of volumes at beginning of 
CANS | eR Ce ane cite eee nee OF Sanne? SG LOD OO 
Number of volumes added by pur- 
CIASC ae Mee ne ONE hss Pen Ko aa, 3,050 eeeane 6,360 
Number of volumes added by gift or 
SRNL VUES OL ate ian, oe eels Mire Osea: 103 I 104 
Number of volumes added by bind- 
ing not otherwise counted ... . 7 2 29 


Number of volumes lost or with- 


drawn during the year ....... 3,482 1,052 ued. 


sotalenimben at endsotevyeat. 267,47 35 9275224) 104,907 
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Number of pamphlets at beginning of year —. - >> 9am 13,126 
Number of pamphlets added during the year. 2 apa 926 
Number of pamphlets at end of year |)... ee 13,495 
‘Total number of pictures and photographs |.) =a 27,001 
U'se 
Adult. Juventle Total 
Number of volumes of fiction lent 
POC MGITICAIIGCs 1.505 eee 125,251 79,518 2045700 
‘Total number of volumes lent 
POR SNOM ENS eens et ce ee 204,779 228,830 4a2Gn 
Registration 
Adult Juvenile Total 


Number of borrowers registered 


(unin onthe s yea ian neeeeet: oe 250 Tar 2,066 55/37 


‘Total number of registered 


DOLTOWEISY dia. c@ipee eee a ee 11,974 5,008 # elpegaee 


Number of newspaper and periodicals currently received—180 
titles; 205 ‘copies. 


Number of persons using library for study and reading—60,623. 


Number of staff, library service—Nineteen full time and Two 
part time. 


Number of staff, janitor service—Three. 


Forty-fifth Annual Report 


Cora M. Frantz 
Dorothy Huth 
Maude Race 


Loretta Casey 


Gertrude Senne 


Verneale Slater 


Irene Brooke 


Gia) SIG) OT Gr cre ieee eet ae ee 


Bee EGG a ee ee od ate 


Theodora Bartley 
Ellen ‘Tambellini Gagnon 
Esther Swartz 
Shirley Kolar Weiss (resigned) 
Mary Lantow (resigned) 
Helen Rudzik 
Dolores Westphal 
Barbara Hammend (resigned) . 
Marcella Veleke 


Joyce Zuidweg 
Helen Jchnson Mahlsted 
Mabel Walters Hawes 


Janitors 
Theodore Nelson (retired) 


Raymond Hanson 


Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


i Biss Chief Librarian 
Head of Circulation 


Cataloger 
©) 


Reference Librarian 


Branch Librarian 


Branch Librarian 


Assistant Cataloger 


Sentor Assistant 


Senior Assistant 


Acting Children’s Librarian 


Senior Assistant 


Assistant 


Assistant 


Typist and Clerical Assistant 


Branch Assistant 


NT et ana a ae a Assistant 
i ee 8. renee Apprentice 
A Rint 8. Sax iO al Apprentice 
Apprentice 
Part Time 


Part Time 


Harold Peterson 


Henry Demmer 
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AT fl. SIMMONS 
LIBRARY 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Dedicated May 30, 1900 


Forty-Ninth 


ANNUAL REPORT 


De aoe 
(He LIBRARY OF THE 


OCT 3 0 1950 
“The Love of Books, the Golden Ke 


y 
That opens the Enchanted Door.”’ UNIVERSITY OF (LLINOIS 


1% 


k Ballade of the Bookworm-Andrew Lang 


WORK ROOM - MAIN LIBRARY 
711 - 59th Place . 
Tel. 6101 


¢ & MAIN LIBRARY AND SIX BRANCHES 


} Gs gq 
j / ak 


Books available 
116,752-volumes 
71,809 Adult 
44,943 Juvenile 
9,482 New books added 1949 


326 Magazines and 14 Newspapers currently received 
excluding duplicates 


Pictures, Pamphlets, Maps, Clippings, Government 
documents, Patent collection, Geneology 
collection. 


Borrowers - 19,168 
12,738 Adult 
6,430 Juvenile 


Circulation - 462,083 books 
198,767 Adult 
263,316 Juvenile 


Rural Circulation - 12,820 books 
8,920 Adult 
3,900 Juvenile 


Reference - 16,611 questions answered this year 


Vacation Libraries 
Grant - Circulation - 1,269 books 
Roosevelt - Circulation - 2,091 books 


Hospital : 
Kenosha Hospital Library - 125 beds 
Circulation - 3,121 books and magazines 
St. Catherine's Hospital - Station - 78 beds 
Circulation - 341 books and magazines since 
August 10, when opened 


Fire Stations - Circulated 543 books 


GREAT BOOKS DISCUSSION GROUP 


First Year Group Second Year Group 
. Leaders - Mrs. J. Zicarelli 
Mr. W. Severson 


Sponsored by - Kenosha Vocational School 
G. M. Simmons Library 


Kenosha News and Kenosha Labor Paper have been very gener- 
ous with space for Library news, 


Broadcasts - Weekly broadcasts, through the courtesy of WLIP 
Musical Recordings - 649 records 
103 single records 153 albums 
Circulation - 7,970 
Mr. Edwin J. Stringham made a giftto our Library of his valu- 
able musical library, consisting of about 3,000 to 4,000 
books and manuscripts, 


Coopers Factory - Circulated 423 books 


School Duplicate Collection- 81 classrooms in 14 schools 
Circulation 23,366 


SERVICES OF THE LIBRARY 


‘ Beoolls — 


KnCormative Tory Yours 
awa 
Parents Group 


Recreational 


Reading 


Room 


Yire- 
STaNions 
and 


Factories Reference 


School yoom 


} | S\K \ 
Receres: ibrar 1 
Pamphlets, | | | Branches \ and Teachers 
Pictures, <= = GoWection 
Periodicals 


g 
NS 


er) 

Talis, Exhibits, 

Be Reviews 
Great Books 


Broadcasts 


Inter- library 
\Loan 


BOYS AND GIRLS LIBRARY 
5810 - 8th Avenue 
Tel, 2-1283 


Books - 12, 608 864 New Books added in 1949 
_ Magazines, Pictures, Pamphlets, Maps, Clippings 
Borrowers - 1,352 Circulated - 43,326 volumes 


Story Hours - Pre-school age - weekly - attendance 1,322 
School age - weekly - attendance 1,641 


aie a a ak 


WEST BRANCH 
2419 - 63rd Street 
Tel. 2-1231 


Books - 12,199 7,880 Adult 4,319 Juvenile 


Newspapers, Magazines, Pamphlets, Pictures, Maps, Clippings 


Borrowers,- 2,209 983 Adult 1,226 Juvenile 
Volumes 
Circulated - 61,643 22,046 Adult 39,597 Juvenile 


Story Hours - Pre-school age - weekly since Nov. 18, 1949 - 
attendance 73 
School age - semi-monthly - attendance 498 


He ae I 


LINCOLN BRANCH 
6729 - 18 Avenue 
Tel, 2-2131 


Books - 9,787 4,618 Adult 5,179 Juvenile 


Magazines, Clippings, Pictures, Pamphlets, Maps, Newspapers 


Borrowers - 1,918 666 Adult 1,252 Juvenile 
Volumes 
Circulated - 71,524 25,061 Adult 46,463 Juvenile 


15 Story Hours - attendance 899 


BAIN BRANCH 
2210 - 52nd Street 
Tel. 2-9752 


Books - 4,196 1,179 Adult 3,017 Juvenile 


Magazines, Pictures, Pamphlets, Maps 


Borrowers - 1,053 167 Adult 886 Juvenile 
Volum 
Circulated - 51,536 5,473 Adult 46,063 Juvenile 


4 Story Hours - Attendance 180 


He ae ae ae 


McKINLEY BRANCH 
5616 - 32 Ave. 
Tel. 2-2231 
Books - 8,664 4,125 Adult 4,539 Juvenile 


Newspapers, Magazines, Pictures, Pamphlets, Maps, Clippings 


Borrowers - 1,093 285 Adult 808 Juvenile 
Volum 
Ciseuiated - 51,490 19,107 Adult 32,383 Juvenile 


14 Story Hours - Attendance 816 


me ae 


WASHINGTON BRANCH 
4125 - Sheridan Road 
Tel. 2-1831 
Books - 8,638 ~ 4,196 Adult 4,442 Juvenile 


Magazines, Pictures, Pamphlets, Maps, Newspapers, Clippings 


Borrowers - 1,597 691 Adult 906 Juvenile 
Volume 
Civculated 42,096 16,292 Adult 25,805 Juvenile 


5 Story Hours - Attendance 134 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


1949 
On Hand January 1, 1949 
Cash in Bank $5,922.87 
Petty Cash 135,00 
* U.S. Bonds 12,824.50 
Total on Hand 
Receipts 
Appropriation - 1] mill tax 
$82,625.00 
Refund from City 16,460.00 
Other receipts 4,070.62 
Total Receipts 
Grand Total 
EXPENDITURES 


Library Operating Expense: 


Salaries - Librarians and Assistants 


Salaries - Night Attendants & Pages 

Retirement - Library Share 

Books 

Bindings 

Grounds 

Periodicals 

Supplies 

Improvements and Equipment 

Miscellaneous - Telephone, Cartage 
Freight, Postage, Etc. 

Printing 

Conventions 


Total Maintenance 
Building Expenses: 
Janitors’ wages 
Repairs - General 
Heat 
Light 
Water 
Insurance 
Total Bldg. Expenses 
Total Expenditures 
On Hand December 31, 1949 
Cash in Bank 
Petty Cash 
* U.S. Bonds 
Total on Hand 


Grand Total 


$18,882.37 


$103,155.62 


$122,037.99 


$55,606.86 
2,375.76 
5,439.35 
14,543.34 
1,263.87 

1 013.97 
2,021.75 
1,902.08 
2,476.46 
1,800.00 


96.75 
165.08 


$88,705.27 


$ 8,891.00 
2,283.02 
2,955.88 
2,008.23 

66.28 
1,230.70 


$17,435.11 


$106,140.38 


$ 2,938.11 
135.00 

$ 12,824.50 
$15,897.61 


$122,037.99 


*In reserve for maintenance and replacement of Build- 


ings and Equipment. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


John Burns, 

G. S. Lance, 

H. J. Rafferty, 
Nicholas Magaro, 


M. C. Frost, 1953 
H. C. Hyslop, 1950 
Harold Maurer, 


Dorothy L. Huth, 
*Loretta Casey, 
Martha Petty, 
Elsie Krug, 
Gertrude Senne, 
Verneale Slater, 
Sara Etta Fredericksen, 
Helen Mahlsted, 
Elizabeth Guethlein, 
Colleen Kelly, 
Mabel Hawes, 
Ellen Gagnon, 
Esther Swartz, 
Mildred Lvoncek, 
Dolores Johnson, 
Joyce Zuidweg, 
Pauline Quenzi, 
Pearl Sciarra, 
Dolores Holzhuter, 
Dolores Wiren, 
Joyce Jenson, 


President, 1950 
Vice-President, 1953 
Treasurer, 1951 
Secretary, 1950 
C.D. Snyder, 1951 
H. C. Smith, 1951 
Ex- officio 


STAFF 


Chief Librarian 

Head of Reference and Circulation 
Director of Children's Work 
Head Cataloger 

West Branch Librarian 

Lincoln Branch Librarian 

Bain Branch Librarian 
McKinley Branch Librarian 
Washington Branch Librarian 
Junior Libarian 

Assistant, Central 

Assitant, Boys and Girls Library 
A'ssistant, Central and Hospital 
Assistant, Central 

Junior Assistant, Central 

Junior Assistant, Central 

Junior Assistant, West 

Junior Assistant, McKinley 
Junior Assistant, Lincoln 

Junior Assistant, Washington 
Junior Assistant, Bain and B. & G, 


** Helen R. Schmitz, Typist 
Irene Pointer, Clerical work 
Helena Seeger, Substitute 
14 Pages 
CARETAKERS 
Harold Peterson, Central 
Eugene Leonard, Central 


Henry Demmer, 


West Branch and B. & G. Library 


*Resigned - Mrs. O. G. Hamilton, Madison 
**Resigned - Mrs. J. Schmitz, Milwaukee 


READING ROOM 


Open 365 days a year - used by 76,518 patrons 


: ocuna AC I wn 1 SG Kil fp Bibi! 


LBERT fl. SIMMONS 
LIBRARY 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Forty-Sixth 


ANNUAL REPORT 
1946 


THE LIBRARY OF THE 
APR 211947 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


“Books are the true levellers, They give to all, who 
will faithfully use them, the society, the spiritual 
presence, of the best and greatest of our race.” 


William Ellery Channing 


How Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


Serves the Community 


YOUR LIBRARY 


Stores and makes available for the public, books, 
magazines, clippings, pamphlets, and_ pictures. 
107,795 volumes in our libraries 

2.2 volumes per capita 
242 magazines, 12 newspapers 
14,005 pamphlets, 23,721 pictures 

Supplements its collection with new material to 

make it a living, growing organization. 

6,650 books added in 1946 

$11,447.76 spent for books 
$7,228.33 adult and $4,219:43° for children s 
literature. 

$1,558.90 spent for magazines 


Provides recreational reading as well as books of fact. 

127,580 adult books of fiction circulated 
Daily average over 419 

78,934 adult books of non-fiction circulated 
Daily average over 259 

76,529 juvenile books of fiction circulated 
Daily average over 251 

57,042 juvenile books of non-fiction circulated 
Daily average over 187 

24,764 magazines circulated 
Daily average over 81 

Total circulation 433,667 


Answers requests for information 
2,349 questions answered at the Central Library 
1,584 at branches 


Aids in selecting material for study clubs and re- 
search papers. 


Gives instructions to students on the use of the 
library. 
Elementary and Junior High Schools instructed at 
branches 
High School and Kemper Hall at Central Library 
Circulated books to patients of Kenosha Hospital 
twice a week 
347 books in Hospital Collection 


4,075 books and magazines circulated to patients 
in 1946 


Prepares story hours for children of pre-school and 
school age. 
Pre-school story hours every Tuesday afternoon 
at Boys’ and Girls’ Library 
Regular story hours all year at all branches 


A traditional annual Christmas Candlelight Story 
Hour 


Provides books for children of all ages at Boys’ and 


) as 
} 
A mth bes _ 
\ 


»4\.Girls’ Library and all branches. 

68,503 books in our libraries for children 

Creates interest through library exhibits of local 
material. 

Displays this year: College Plates, Handmade 
quilts, Art work done by High School and 
Kemper Hall students, Shells, Holiday displays. 

Keeps public informed about new books, library 
projects, things of interest to readers through the 
newspapers. : 

Articles in Kenosha News and Labor Paper 

Booklists distributed at desk and to organizations. 

Works with teachers to correlate study with outside 
reading. 

Books reserved for High School, University Ex- 
tension and all grades. . 
Fosters interest in children through regular meetings 

of Parents Group of the Boys’ and Girls’ Library 

Talks by Miss Amy Zillmer sponsored by Parents’ 
group and Health Education Department of the 
Kenosha Public Schools. 

Arranges interlibrary loans for material not available 
in the city. 

102 books borrowed in 1946 from Madison Travel- 
ing Library, Wisconsin Historical Library, the 
University Medical and Agricultural Libraries 
and from neighboring town libraries. 

Selects and sends to elementary and High Schools 
special collections of books. 

19,366 books circulated in elementary, public and 
parochial schools 

Special book collections at the High School and 
fourteen other schools. 

Selects books for Coopers factory, Fire stations, 
Scout Camps, Veterans’ Bureau, and Vacation 
Libraries 
9,587 books circulated in ten stations in 1946 

Extends its services to county residents without 
charge, correlating our work with the services 
of Home demonstrator for Homemakers Clubs 
throughout county. 

Maintains a Reading Room at the Central Library 
open every day of the year. 

17,372 readers at Central in 1946. 

Reserves all books except seven day fiction free of 
charge 

Adds new titles frequently to the Library Rental 
Collection 
350 books in Rental Collection of the Main 
Library 


STATISTICS 


Name of Library—Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
City—Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Name of Librarian— 
Dorothy L. Huth, Librarian May 1, 1946 
Miss Cora M. Frantz, retired April 30, 1946 

Date of Founding— 
March 1896—Kenosha Public Library 
May 1900—Gilbert M. Simmons Library 

Population Served —48,765 

Assessed Valuation of City—$76,644,000.00 

Rate of tax levy for Library Purposes—One Mill 

Terms of Use—Free for lend:ng and free for refer- 
ence to citizens of Kenosha and Kenosha 
County 

Total Number of Agencies—Consisting of Central 
Library, Boys’ and Girls’ Library, five 
branches, ten stations 

Other Agencies—Sixty-nine class room collections 
in 14 buildings 

Number of days open during the year (Central 
Library) 365 

Hours open each week for Lending (Central 
Library) 69 

Hours open each week for Reading (Central 
Library) 81 


Volumes in library—107,795 

Books per capita—2.21 

Circulation—4 33,667 

Per Capita circulation—8.89 
Cost—$84,440.58 (Cost of service) 
Cost per circulation—$.19 

Cost per capita—$1.73 

Reference questions—3,933 

Books secured from other libraries—102 


Readers in Reading Rooms—Central and branches— 
65,163 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1946 


John Burns, President 1947 
G. S. Lance, Vice-President 1949 
H. J. Rafferty, Treasurer 1948 
Nicholas Magaro, Secretary 1947 
M. C. Frost 1949 H. C. Smith 1948 
C. N. Snyder 1948 Rhea Isley 1947 
F. E. Conner, Ex-officio 


On May first 1946, after many years of devoted 
service to the Gilbert M. Simmons Library, as Chief 
Librarian, Miss Cora M. Frantz retired from active 
library service to enjoy a well-earned rest. 


The present staff 
Huth, Dorothy L.—Head Librarian 


Casey, Loretta—Head of Circulation and Reference 
Departments 


Layman, Delourise—Director of Children’s Work 
Runkel, Lura—Head Cataloger 


Brooke, Irene—Branch Librarian, Washington 
Crone, Sara Etta—Branch Librarian, Bain 
Sawyer, Lorraine—Branch Librarian, McKinley 
Senne, Gertrude—Branch Librarian, West 
Slater, Verneale—Branch Librarian, Lincoln 


Krug, Elsie—Senior Librarian and Assistant 
Reference Librarian. 


Sinner, Claire—Senior Librarian and Assistant 
Cataloger 


Hawes, Mabel—Senior Assistant, Central 
Mahlsted, Helen—Senior Assistant, Central 


Swartz, Esther—Senior Assistant, Central and 
Hospital 


Baas, Miidred—Senior Assistant, Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library 

Rudzik, Helen—Junior Assistant and Typist 

Westphal, Dolores—Junior Assistant, Lincoln 

Zuidweg, Joyce—Junior Assistant, McKinley 

Sciarra, Pearl—Junior Assistant, Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library 

Quenzi, Pauline—Junior Assistant, West 

Joslin, Jean—Junior Assistant, Washington 


Caretakers: Harold. Peterson, : Henry Demmer, 
Eugene Leornard 
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Many left the staff during this year to *resign from 


active service, **to become homemakers or ***to ac- 
cept home town positions. 


‘*Mrs ellen Gagnon, Feb. 28: **Marcella Veleka, 
Matches, Cora M. brantz, April 30;.**Theodora 
Bartley] May, ol> **Mrs, R.°C.>Huntoon7 June 8; 
*Atice Wilson, June 30; ***Agnes Melentine, June 
30:02 fe. Jean owanson, Aug. .31. ***Mrs. Edith 
Shuman, Sept. 30; **Carmella Andreoli, Dec. 15. 


A cordial invitation awaits you at the library and 
the library staff is always ready to serve you. 


NEW 1946 PROJECTS 


Machine charging system installed for accuracy 


Books and Magazines weeded and rearranged for 
quicker service 


Staff work program reorganized for efficiency 


Friends of the Library Group planned to promote 
interest 


THANK YOU 


To the Board of Trustees of Gilbert M. Simmons 
Library, the Library Staff, Citizens and Organiza- 
tions of Kenosha, I wish to express my sincere thanks. 
For the fine cooperation shown by the Kenosha News 
and The Kenosha Labor Paper I am deeply apprecia- 
tive. This report is respectfully submitted by 


IDORG) REY Sas bee 
Librarian. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Receipts 
On, Hand January, 1, 1946 233 $20,726.00 
Appropriations. .0ue.1a 80,183.00 
Other Receipts... 25 eee 3,887.44 
Expenditures 
Maintenance: 
Library operating expenses: 
Salaries: Librarians and 
Assistants. 3s ee 41,447 86 
Retirement: hye 2s ee eee 4,229.19 
Books. eee 11,447.76 
Biridin a3 oe: ea eee 928.17 
Periodicals 24.2 22237 1,558.90 
Suppliess.cg-a i ee eee 1,701.20 
Improvement and Equipment 393.31 
Miscellaneous—Telephone, 
cartage, freight, 
postage. “ete:: So a eee 1,633:63 
Publicity“and Printing; =.=. 110.32 
Conventions: 24 2 ae 103.12 
Réfund- trons. City<<4 o5p ee 6,374.80 
Potal oe ws. 


Building Expenses: 
Janitors’ wages and extra 


help. 3.32 see 4 eee 6,019.69 
Répairs-—General ~~ 6262 ees 3,742.79 
Heat iit he oe ee 1,775.28 
Dight): 20s ee eee 1,899.32 
Water 2. 22 oe ee ae ee 80.34 
losurance. (224 442 eee 994.90 

Tetal expenditutes S225 


On hand December 31, 1946 


WK 
Ie 


$104,790.44 


$ 69,928.26 


14,512.32 


$84,440.58 
20,355.85 


$104,790.44 


Main Library 
711 59th Place, Tel. 6101 


Boys’ and Girls’ Library 
§810 Eighth Avenue, Tel. 2-1283 


West Branch 
2419 Sixty-third Street, Tel. 2-1231 


Washington Branch 
4125 Sheridan Road, Tel. 2-1831 


Lincoln Branch 
6729 Eighteenth Avenue, Tel. 2-2131 


McKinley Branch 
§616 Thrity-second Avenue, Tel. 2-2231 


Bain Branch 
2210 Fifty-second Street, Tel. 9793 
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ART M. SIMMONS 
LIBRARY 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Forty-Eighth 
ANNUAL REPORT 


1948 


Education - Knowledge - Inspiration 


fHt LIBRARY OF THE en 


OCT 3 0 1950 


UNIVERSITY OF !LLiNGis 


The Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
is your library. Do you use it? 


You may draw books fromthe Central Library, 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library, Lincoln, West, 
McKinley, Washington, and Bain Branches, 
also from the Roosevelt and Grant Vaca- 
tion Libraries. 


REGISTRATION 


20,972 Kenoshans have cards 
14,950 Adults 
6,022 Children 


CIRCULATION 


Each patron took an average of a little 


over 21 books last year ; 
444,644 books circulated AR 


13,263 more books circulated this year 
than last. 


ADULTS who had library cards tok ouersn 
average of 13 books each 
191,885 Adult books were drawn 


110,884 Fiction 

80, 449 Non- Fiction including period: - 
cakes 
552 Foeign books 


3,770 pictures, 121 maps and sehen 
were drawn 


CHILDREN who had library cards took home 
an average of 41 books each 
252,759 Children’s books circu es 
79,909 Fiction 
64,157 Non-Fiction 
108,693 Easy books 


RURAL : 
10,939 books went to patrons outside of 
the city limits . 
7,799 to adults 
3,140 to Children 


REFERENCE 


An average of 8 out of every 25 people 
living in Kenoska asked a reference 


question 
15,541 questions were answered | ? 


Le) 
The library provides 32 newspapers» 453 


magazines, 15,892 pamphlets, Doe kt 
pictures 


“BOOK STOCK 


The library owns two books for each of - 
the 55,000 residents of Kenosha 
112,378 books 
70,098 Adult 
42,280 Children 


The library added, during the year, 3 new 
books for every 25 people 
6,699 new books were added 
3,313 Adult 
3,386 Children 


READERS 


71,363 readers used the Reading Rooms in 
1948 

The Reading Room at the Central Library 
is open 365 days a year 


HOSPITAL 


Hospital service, twice weekly, served 
125 beds and circulated 3,227 books and 


periodicals 
RECORDS 
The library has 403 records, 101 albums 


and 3] single records with a circulation 
of 6,099 
The Schubert Club sponsors the Record 


Collection 


ACTIVITIES 


The Record Selecting Committee spent many 
evenings at the Centra] Library in se- 
lecting records for the Record Collection 

52 broadcasts were given through the 


courtesy of WLIP and Mrs. Paul Seeger 


The Kenosha News and Kenosha Labor Paper 


were very generous in giving space for 
library articles throughout the year 
The Great Books Discussion Group met bi- 
weekly to complete the first year course 
There were 96 story hours for school age 
children with an attendance of 6,188 
children 


SERVIGES OF THE LIBRARY 


Boo\\s — . 
Informative or Tory Hours 
ana 


Parewls Group 


Recreatiowal 


Reading 
Room 


Yire-_ 
Stations 
and 


Factories Reference 


School yoom 


Records, 

Pamphlets, and Yeacher's 
Pictures, Coection 
Periodicals 


Inter- library 
Loan 


Bool Reviews 
Great Boots 
Broadcasts 


dros pital 
Boots 


1948 
SUMMARY OF CIRCULATION 
Non- Easy Grand 
Fiction Fiction Books Foreign Tota! Totals 
Central Library 7 
Adulte aac 57,927 40,050 509 98,486 98,486 
Boys! &Girls' Lib. 
Chiishdpen eke sess s I.,085.' 8,302 225207 41,684 4,684 
West Branch ; - 
AGH tee wee 14,839 6. 53k Se Re Sitae 
Chil direaiies sie at 14,465 8,419 17,005 39,889 61,262 
Washington Branch z 
Aid tebe a 11,266 6,484 7 17,757 
CHiichareinci savers s/s 8,886 6,999 9,901 25,786 43,543 
Lincoln Branch k ; 
Rte eee an ous 13,034 11,718 (3 et aeo. 
Ghislidireinien cece LSI UAS 2 7Oe ws J2a6 44,286 69,051 
McKinley Branch 
Riley eteraia ae gane 7,245 10,371 Dh aie aro a 
Chu Rairenin i sdoecel 11,705 10,138 10,209 32,052 49,684 
Bain Branch 
Relig (terse is iareiere 3,008 2,417 y 5,429 : 
Child renee a ccaue 9,866 10,46! 21,868 42,195 47,624 
Sch.Class Rm Lib. 
Chiitlidiceiniince we 7,157. 4,088 12,12! 23,366 23,366 
Stations 
Aditi tiscale cercuar cena 3,565 '. (2,878 6, 443 
Childrens. siesta 974 471 2,056 3,501 9,944 
Total Cir eu l att OM iia eanie'e,o. sas 0 0'e wn: aeliive sls.) m cepapli’a’ tay eMart olteae aan 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


1948 
On Hand January 1, 1948 
Cash in Bank $ 1,867.47 
Petty Cash 135.00 
*U.S. Bonds 11,659.00 
Total on Hand $13,661.47 
Receipts 
Approp.- 1 mill tax $78,991.00 
Refund from City 16,075. 5¢ 
Other Receipts 3,946.42 
Total Receipts $99,013.01 
Grand Total $112,674.48 
EXPENDITURES 
Library Optg. Expenses: 
Salaries -Librarians 
and Assistants $52,161.29 
Salaries-Night Attend- 
ants & Pages 2,228.87 
Retirement-Library 
Share 5,904.65 
Books 10,017.17 
Binding 1,306.13 
Grounds 526.58 
Periodicals 1,868.97 
Supplies 1,570.35 
Improvement & Equip. 1,482.44 
Misc.-Telephone, cartage, 
freight, postage, etc. 1,853.77 
Printing 79.67 
Conventions 222.81 
Total Maintenance $79, 222.70 
Building Expenses: 
Janitors’ wages 8, 225.00 
Repairs-Genera] 1,505.40 
Heat 3,183.02 
Light 1,830.92 
Water 68.27 
_ Insurance 922.30 
Total Bldg Expenses $15,734.91 
Total Expenditures $ 94,957.61 
On Hand December 31, 1948 
Cash in Bank $5,922.87 
Petty Cash 135.00 
*U.S. Bonds 11,659.00 
Total on Hand $17,716.87 


Grand Tota] 


$112,674. 48 


*In reserve for maintenance and replacement 
of Buildings and Equipment 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


John Burns, President 1950 
G.S. Lance, Vice-President 1949 
H.J. Rafferty, Treasurer 195] © 
Nicholas Magaro, Secretary 1950 
M.C. Frost 1949 H.C. Smith 1951 
H.C. Hyslop 1950 C.D. Snyder 1951 
F.E. Conner, Ex-officio 


STAFF 


Dorothy L. Huth, Head Librarian 


Loretta Casey, Head of Circulation & 
Reference Departments 
Martha Petty, Director of Children’s Work 
Elsie Krug, Head Cataloger a, 
Gertrude Senne, West Branch Librarian 
Verneale Slater, Lincoln Branch Librarian 
Helen Mahlsted, McKinley Branch Librarian 
Blanche Ewing, Washington Branch Librarian 
Sara Etta Crone, Bain Branch Librarian 
Esther Swartz, Senior Assistant, Central & 
Hospital Tie 
Mabe] Hawes, Senior Assistant, Central 
Ellen Gagnon, Senior Assistant, Boys’ and 
Girls’ Library. 
Mildred Baas,, Senior Assistant, Cataloging 
Assistant nih ai 
Helena Seeger, Senior Assistant, Substi- 
tute at Central oe ¢ 
Dolores Westphal, Junior Assistant, Cen- 
tral (ee 
Helen Schmitz, Typist 
Joyce Zuidweg, Junior Assistant, McKinley 
Pauline Quenzi, Junior Assistant, West 
Pearl Sciarra, Junior Assistant, Boys’ and 
Girls’ & Bain ae 
Dolores Holzhuter, Junior Assistant, Lin- 


i 


coln 
Dolores Wiren, Junior Assistant, Nesminer 


Night Attendants - Henry Zimmerman & Wal- 
lace Lawel] 
Pages - 14 


Caretakers - Harold Peterson, Eugene 
Leonard, at Central 
Henry Demmer at Boys’ and 
Girls’ and West — 


Main Library 
711 59th Place, Tel. 6101 


Boys’ and Girls’ Library 
§810 Eighth Avenue, Tel. 2-1283 


West Branch 
2419 Sixty-third Street, Tel. 2-1231 


Washington Branch 
4125 Sheridan Road, Tel. 2-1831 


Lincoln Branch 
6729 Eighteenth Avenue, Tel. 2-2131 


McKinley Branch 
§616 Thrity-second Avenue, Tel. 2-2231 


Bain Branch 
2210 Fifty-second Street, Tel. 9793 


Wr 


BOYS’ & GIRLS’ LIBRARY 


ACTIVITIES 


Circulation for 1948 was 41,684, a gain of 1 ,»226 
over 1947 
School Duplicate Circulation was 23, 366 his 
year, a gain of 4,327 over lest year — 
Cooperation with the sohicuis was. strengthened 
through book talks and visits : 
Parents’ Meetings were held regularly duriap 
the school year with discussion on child 
guidance > 162 mothers attended the 
meetings : 
The Library Birthday, April 14, was celebrated 
with a tea for adults PA 
The Speaker was Mrs. Jane Rietveld, a 
Wisconsin author omar MeS ele 
Pre-school Story Hours were held weekly for the 
entire year 5, : 
(1,966 children attended, a gain of 1,025 
over the year before SI EAN 
Story Hours for School Age showed an attendance 
of 2,868, a gain of 1,735 over 1947 ae 
tendance 
Reading Clubs were planned for the Niger grades 
during the summer months with 322 child- 
ren participating 
Candlelight Story Hour, the traditional Christ- 
mas celebration for the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library, was attended by 104 adults and 
older children 
Talks were given by Miss Petty to. 
Seven P.T.A. groups ~ 
Library District Meeting 
University of Wisconsin School Library 
Institute in Madison 
Wisconsin Library Convention 
Church Groups 
Cub Scout Groups 
Bonnie Hame mothers 
Lincoln State Graded School 
Recreation Department Story Telling ress 
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Gilbert M. Simmons Library 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


1951 


"There is no past, as long as Books shall live. 
Bulwer-Lytton 


FIFTY-FIRST 
ANNUAL REPORT 


THE LIBRARY OF THE 


MAR 11 1959 
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OF ILUNGie 


YOUR LIB 


IN A GOVERNMENT , 
OF, BY, AND FOR 
THE PEOPLE 


Y DIRECTORY 


> TEL.2-1231 


ST. 


ALL CITIZENS MUST BE 
“INFORMED" 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Today’ s concept of a library's fusetion in a commu- 
nity is a great deal broader than it once was. 


The library in cooperation with Kenosha Vocational 

School and University Extension sponsored adult 
education courses in Library Science, Speed Head- — 
ing, Great Books, and Patent Research. 


8,906 new books were added to our book collections — 
in 1951 and that 366 periodicals, excluding dupli- 


cates, are received regularly by subscription or gift. 
There are two vacation libraries open during the 
summer months at Grant and Roosevelt schools. 


All branches have regular scheduled story hours 
and clubs to meet the needs and interests of Same 
ages of children. 


Library instruction is given to pupils of both public 
and parochial schools in the care of books and in 
the use of libraries. 


Librarians have given many talks to the P.T.A 
groups, to clubs and organizations, to scout biel 
to recreation leaders, etc. 


297 books and magazines including foreign lan- 
guage books were borrowed from the Traveling 
Library, Bureau of Information and Program Service 
of the University of Wisconsin, and from nels a 
libraries. 


a7 A messenger service ta Haein 
| enables Kenoshans to borrow | 
books from the Racine his 

are not in session. 


Collection. 

School branches are open for 
adults as well as for children and 
they are open even when schools 


Library book notes appeared in the following Keno- 
sha publications: Kenosha News, Kenosha Labor 
Paper, Chamber of Commerce News, Cooperator, 
Snap-on Mirror, and Tri-Clover leaflet. 


The Young Adult sections at Central and the binich: : 
es have books especially selected to interest chy 
school girls and boys. 


Besides the seven libraries, books are furnished for 
93 school class rooms in 13 schools, for fire stations, 
for factories, for girl and boy scout camps, for the 
recreation department of the schools, and for two 
hospitals. | 


A ceiling book projector is available on request _ 
for use in the homes or in hospitals. 


1695 more reference questions were answered at our 
libraries this year than last. 


The Museum cooperates with the 
WEL libraries in furnishing and oper- 
‘ (= ating projectors for films shown 
for library programs, and also fur- 
nishes materials for special dis- 

plays. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


The Central Library has 913 in- 
dividual music records in its col- 
lection, and has a record player 
with earphones so musical record- 
ings may be heard before they 
w are taken out of the library. 


“ 


= 


A file of film catalogs from major distributors is 
kept at the Central Library. 


You will find a file of Official Patent Gazettes and 
indexes to help in research necessary before apply- 
ing for a patent at the Central Library. 


There is a Rental Collection at the Central Library 
with 321 new books. 


We offer businessmen services through our refer- 
ence books, including Moody's Investor Service, 
Telephone Directories, Thomas Register of Manufac- 
turers, and McRae Blue Book and through books on 
advertising, window displays, secretaries’ hand- 
books, and many other useful books on various sub- 
jects. ; 


DID YOU KNOW? 


There is a discussion group for Parents twice a 
month at the Boys’ and Girls’ Library on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays. 


There is a special Candlelight Story Hour for 
adults at the Boys’ and Girls’ Library at Christmas 
time. 

The librarian of the Boys’ and Girls’ Library cooper- 
ates with various social agencies in activities for 


Re a as 
ic ole 


yourg people, and with teachers in curriculum 
planning. 


3052 books from the collection of the Boys’ ao Girls’ 
Library collection were loaned to the rior a for 
them to circulate. 


45 pre-school age story hours 
were held and 29 story hours for 
school age children were held at 
the Boys’ and Girls’ ead 


DID YOU KNOW? 


In October 1951 Lincoln Branch circulated 8,111 
books, the largest monthly circulation in ten years, 
and that this year’s circulation, 72,519, was rm 
largest since 1940, : 


McKinley Branch is in a new building ead it ae new 
furniture and draperies. It is open for adults as well 
as children. 


McKinley Branch has an active meee Student 
Assistant Club. : 


The Kenosha Art Association had art exhibits at the 
West Branch during the spring of 1951. 


There were 50 pre-school story hours, as well as 4 
for school age children at West Branch. 


West Branch has a Stamp Collectors Club. 


The ninth grade art students of Washington School 
painted murals on the walls of Washington Branch 
_ Library representing characters in books, = drew 
» the designs used in this report. 


The following clubs meet regularly at Washington 
Branch Library: Helpers Club, Drama Club, Book 
Review Group, and Hobby Club. 


Bain Branch had distinguished guests as ce 
this year: Dr. Paul Mort, noted educator and writer 
from Columbia University and Dr. Alfred Schwemm- 
ler, Germany, educator, who was in this country for — 
ninety days on the Fulbright Fellowship, 


The members of the G, M. Simmons Library Staff are 
always willing to make every effort to meet your 
needs. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


John Burns, President .............. 1953 

Mrs. James Anderson ............... 1952 

H. J. Rafferty, Treasurer ............ 1954 

C. D. Snyder, Secretary ............. 1954 
H: C. Hyslop. 6.05 65s. 1953 a OU) BD 3) 3 “gene Col maa 1952 
LC ihe Wak Bh a 6, ame OR a 1952 ts OG, DBS s 11 Ac WP MOne ee Mae 1954 


Harold Maurer, ex-officio 


THE STAFF 


Colette Beau, Typist 

Norma Bianchi, Junior Assistant, Central 

Rosemary Bianchi, Junior Assistant, West 

Beverly Brager, Assistant Cataloger 

Grace Ceccarini, Junior Assistant, Washington 

Elien Gagnon, Washington Branch Librarian 

Pearl Gallo, Junior Assistant, McKinley 

Esther Gearhart, Assistant, Central and Hospital 

Mabel Hawes, Assistant, Central 

Dolores Holzhuter, Junior Assistant, Central 

Joyce Jensen, Junior Assistant, Boys’ and Girls’ 

Doris Kazell, Head of Reference and Circulation 

Mary Koller, Assistant, Central 

Elsie Krug, Head Cataloger 

Helen Mahlsted, McKinley Branch Librarian 

Anne Marotz, Part Time Helper, Bain 

Kathleen Neis, Bain Branch Librarian 

Martha Petty, Director of Children’s Work 

Gertrude Senne, West Branch Librarian 

Verneale Slater, Lincoln Branch Librarian 

Barbara Stukenberg, Junior Assistant, Lincoln 

Carol Thompson, Assistant, Boys’ and Girls’ Library 
Dorothy L. Huth, Chief Librarian 

Henry Zimmerman, Sunday and Holiday Attendant 
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CUSTODIANS 


Henry Demmer, Boys’ and Girls’ Library and West Branch 
Paul Willems, Central Library Assistant 
Harold Peterson, Central Library 


LIBRARY BORROWERS 


Adult 
Number of registered borrowers December 31, 1951 11,773 
Borrowers registered during the year .......e00. 3,023 
Number of non-resident borrowers registered 1951 379 
Number of non-resident borrowers registered ears 1,586 
BOOK COLLECTION 
Total number of volumes December 31, 1951 ....-. 71590 
Number of volumes added during 1951 .........2+- 3,16 
Number of volumes withdrawn during 1951 ........ 2,636 
CIRCULATION 

Main Library ecu are ee eS 90,392 
Bove RNG GIT Lat LLOPOIY 6,0 0i4ce 6 esse NGée see ees 
RCE ao stare acting CRs sine eis dk oe kek c Obeiw'e save ci hse 5Sk 
Washington Branch ..cccccerccscccccevcsorcccce -- 15,720 
Papo Teen aNOl t's uislad cud’ ssc eae ¥5icis «Pvivcces one. 239 9N5 
McKinley Branch ....-ssseecsseesccesscneeeeccece 16,929 
PMU ANIC So cee accu'sts itt ee aie c's she erie es « bitp e's ace Jett AS 3,782 
BOHOOL] ROOMS a =" 95 GROOMS: o:s'c « <)s.0) 6 610. vers «niece oe ow oie 
Stations = 9 stations. ....cccscccecsccleccs ea Ueagatitcac try {eC 

OE A eh aeite uinuel « elgde sis acoteid'6 oiMtere'e s/c Sin LOT s008 
Readers in Reading Room .....ccsecrees Baecatcc ta eute st 


Records owned 913 

Pictures owned 30,0 
Maps owned 917 Clippings owned 9,73 
Pamphlets owned 15,221 


ecords circulated .....cccccccccces 

Pictures circulated .... 
Circulated .. 
Pamphlets circulated .......e. 
Number of story hours - school age ...,....... heres 


e@oee2nee? 


Number of story hours = pre-school age ..-ccrccccccccccee 


~ FS npet A 


Juvenile 


6,967 
2,727 
153 
518 


49 ,h.09 
554.90 
2,889 


h2,2hh 
37,889 
33,096 
48,57 
31,058 
37,587 
30,670 

3,901 


265,019 


Total 
18,70 
5750 
bie 
2,104 


120,899 


8,906 
55525 


90,392 
42,2hh 
51,20 
418,816 
72,519 
47,987 
41,369 
30,670 

7,20 


432,621 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


On Hand January 1, 1951 
Cash in Bank @eeoevereen00e2eg 8208608086208 8080808080 802868808888 8S @ #32927. 3h 


Petty Cash eo oer seeosr eee eeeseHeeeeeseeseoereee 
3U.. S. Bonds eee eoeeeoeoceseeoeoee eae eoewneaeeeeee ee ee eee cy oo 


Total On Hand ..seeeceesecsecseccecceccecsccercrcecceces $17,673. ae 


Receipts in 1951 


Appropriation = 1 mill tax ...cccccescccceee oO 022" 00 

Refund from city @eseeoeeoeeeoeeoaeeseoeevjeaeonoeaengeeeseeesee @ 20, 00 

Sale of McKinley Branch ececercccoscccccccocs 1359-00 

Other receipts - Fines, sundries .....-scceee 9316 Oh 

Total receipts febrero 8 a 
Grand Total eeonvnacoeaoeoes eooeeoaoaneaea eoevoeonseeneeeeeoeaeoeev ec e088 @ 137, 589.8 


EXPENDITURES 


Library - Operating Expenses 

Salaries ~ Librarians, Assistants ....e.e.-- $63,732.05 
Salaries - Pages, Sunday and 

Holiday Attendant @eose@eoeaoeaseoa,e@ eeeoeeee#se?es @ @ 1,955. 78 
Retirement ser Library Share @eceeeeeveeseoe oe ee rf 39246 -98 
Books eeeeeeseeoeseoeeoeeseeoeeespeoeseeeesoseepesosepeeoeoneaeseonenen ed @ 99.16 
Binding @eaeeeeoeeeeeoeeseeseevee seoaeoeeoeseaeesaseoweeneownene0n/dcde8e se @ 1,587.90 
PerLlLOclica ld: << owb.s eb oc.0 5s be sb dike 6 Glee e ew bu ere 7 
Supplies S16 0 O° 6. 6 be 6: 6106 414i w 06 ble 0 ofp 6 vie ofa ol elee 3 6 616 57190. 77 
Improvement and Equipment ..ccocccccevcccece 1,999.50 
Miscellaneous - Telephone, Postage, 

Cartage, etc. @eoeoeeooeooaosvoe2e2e20200080808900 2,098. Se 
Printing Roe Sar iglag ge cyre watt Clava ellbimte aleteee cetera ane e 
Conventions ees G2oeoeeeeeeoon4e#eoeeesesoeaoesoeoeeae~esneo7oenea2eeoeee 8 @ 339.7 


Total operating expenses CCCOHHSCHCEC FCF OCC CHOSE EHH SEH EH EOOE $96, 21h. 6 ot 


Building Expenses 


Wages be Custodians eeoeveeeeeeresoeeeooeeeve eo 6 eee $10,21).0h, 
Repairs OF SPHHHCHHECHOCHL SHOTS HEHEHE HHFCEO SESE OE LE 1,571.95 
Heat eeeoeeeoeeoeoeo eee ee eeoe eevee see eee euveesee®@ 3,2hh.31 
Light e@oeeeeoeeee2e2 0 eeeooeaoeewoeooeeeeceoea @eoeeee8 86 OO @ 1,8 5. 7h 
Grounds ©CCHCHHCHH CHEEKS HF OEHOHRHHEOKHEOHECHEEOHEH OOS 9. 85 


Water O00 EO OO OL OOOO) OLE OOO OO O00) 0108) CO). 0) 087018: S 7 ew 01 e ‘ 
Insurance CA aD BN ad Nand Snel neh iad ng Mash bd nd Rtonttin MI gh A Bad gh dir ncaa pd abc Me oe A Pe Hea fe 73h. 95 
Total building expenses 26 cccineoscccvcdecseccnccess vee GO Gr 


Total Expenditures steceeeeeeeseceencececnee wees oB]ll g825~08 oo. 


On Hand December 31, 1951 


Cash in Bank @eeeeoeoeeneovneeeoee Be @ * @eeeeeoeeeeeoee @ @ @ $8, nate 30 
Petty Cash eee eee eee eeneeoees eevee @oe@eeoeoeeeeee @ 00 
*U. S% Bonds e@eeeeesee 7 8CH@eeeeoeeaeeeeoeeseeas oe e © @ @ Tis me -50 ‘ 

Total Core e rere cess erscerererseserecencesseveeseessceses $22, 76h. 80 
Grand Total @eeo@o@~eeee hd) eo @ * ee@oeaeoe@eaean oe eoeaeseoeovaeae eee 66 @ $1375 589. 88 


#On reserve for maintenance and replacement of Buildings 
and Equipment. ae 
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UNEVESSITY OF PLLINOIS 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
JOHN BURNS, President 1950 - G. S. LANCE, Vice-President 1949 
II. J. RAFFERTY, Treasurer 1948 - NICHOLAS MAGARO, Secretary 1950 
M. C. FROST 1949 - H.C. SMITH 1948 - H.C. HYSLOP 1950 
C.D. SNYDER 1948 - F, E. CONNER, Ex-officio 


KNOW YOUR LIBRARY and IT’S RESOURCES... 


0 a C | out of every ay) people of 
iN i I Kenosha has a library card... 
Total 2b 2c0 


V4 of all vegistered 0 0 ) 
‘ O 

borrowers are children it i Il ii 

Total 5809 


A, A#A The libvavy has about 2 books 
, is fov evevy Kenoshan... 
| Total 109,090 


The libvary also provides : 


33 Newspapers 444 Magazines 


Ah 14,830 Clippings and pamphlets 
KENOSHANS DRAW FROM THIS BOOK STOCK 


5000 10000 15000 20000 25000 30000 325000 40000 45,000 


CENTRAL 
Boys‘and GIRLS’ 
WEST - ADULT 
JUVENILE 
WASHINGTON- ADULT 
JUVENILE | 
LINCOLN - ADULT 
JUVENILE 
McKINLEY- ADULT 
JUVENILE 
BAIN ~ ADULT 
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Pere A er A Te Mee NOT 
oe 1947 
On Hand January 1, 1947 ; 
eR R SCE Syd Wy oe ani e's od Cid ig eta e's 9 ina ie rb) BY S61 685 
ee EY Ce ial re 2G chug ely ocd ARG. bX © bee ah 135.00 
a ES ee ae Ee ee oe nee me eee 113659.00 
eee PON, TANG 6 cis, barks a cin, S14 eS Wate «ae eee $20,355.86 
Receipts 
. Appropriation CTE ee ES a Ea ea | ger $ 76,644.00 
ES Se Uta) Oe aaa OPP eae y See 5 ea ae ma eer AY Pee I 
Potalpreced pts. iiews s ie (iho eral ASR eee Me ta, $80,346.87 
ete CNS a aC tates elas alg a elv. die) «oles 0 oldie Gad wide.ds @ aie 6 100,702.73 
EXPENDITURES 
Library operating expenses: 
Salaries - Librarians and Assistants........ ¢ 45,007.88 
DemIM ORE CMP arg LOIN Sig ipia's Wibl die a) s.a)oMbin dle e Male ee wang 650565157 
BOGESGa wi, ois... « pe ahs Abie <\t Saaee Rue less ga ee ie Li eres 
ARTE Gis) She) aks, Peer at eN chads Val ola oo (6,0 eee: othe ey pip tele’ s q 999.09 
Shalol tate t i he ae Pap na rae SU EISTa Sete FiLLM eH eal Seah wi siaiar a a aM ators 8 
Bee RD NPAT iy hid leh) c's @.diein oc SOURS We Oe kw Se ri LyO20eOr 
ARG e\Gis's' leis « seie.'s aul wal die. 5! Ck MenUretune elaky Bie ds : Pogo wae 
Improvement and Equipment......... Wis die Ahanetlle i Ty e26es og 
Miscellaneous--Telephcne,cartage, Get ae 
RES SIS eG gw o\ didlia. Gia 80s 4.9) ore ¥ Uhala. wun etue : Dl6o aS 
PRAM vals Bee ob cles A ey, hs eae Arron te ye 44.00 
eM EEL args gil (o -0''o) x 'n tid 44d ale > «SIMI eh elie ¥ oth leis «3 COs ao 
SUPT TITONIONCE 4. te cilc ses teks c ¢0'b ob ee i $71,437.79 
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> 
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Building Expenses: 
Janitors' wages, Night attendants, pages.... § 9,879.14 


Sea SU OTION EL Ihe: ode llais oF e's 0 lala Sa NY We " Dy ee OO 
Re ese EEE old ble a katie wieldla teats dis ae are'e * SyOO0 gato 
ADR G is  ohe Glee) olip: sye ee et atelalerava tri oie are (ahaa Rhee ‘vielera wee 1,830.46 
RI oleic oa)'s0's son 919% G0 fh © ANS a eee re 8 bbe 
RAE TI Oy aig a0: a) are Uae hla ath oa are 'p «PR Os RN As 04 ete le 580.135 
Pore burioing ExXnenses ssi. bens evicc ewes g15,903.47 
ree Pam eNra UML SYS OLS sh, aT cl Cg lat a's ib )¥ RIS cis avelp. Otece te Sle ¢87,041.26 


MBSA BATIK say 6 sie oe)s EAC snl Pete a ota ses eB ma ao Dial 7 
Petty ReMi hii oe ees, Wo, 155.00 
Ditd Ges SA CATICLEA MUN a baat o e's le. & oe, 4 8's BW2 aera ase in a kaa ee 11,659.00 
POU LOM MEA ME neg a USN ae ne $13,661.47 
“PNW Ta UA fe So) SS Peri) ALR A AR cI Volare $100,702.73 


* In reserve for maintenance and replacement of 
Buildings and Equipment 
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SUMMARY OF CIRCULATION 


Fiction Fiction 


Central Library 
AdULtGs cc case eee same 

Boys’ & Girls' Library 
Childrens «sive wow ae 2 e0 


West Branch 


AGUL bs 6 secs Wieea selene ee 


Childrens. sf. sviccwe ten uue 
Washington Branch 
AGULT o'o'0 ose Gee eee Dues 


Children... cese00_ 0,004 
Lincoln Branch 
AGULCS s'a sles 'w wieielele ted re 


Ubi lvdrnen:< 06 caieeeebOgr re 


McKinley Branch 


AGW oie. os Scare ae 8,528 

Childrens... sccm oon oe 
Bain Branch 

ROUT as ee eee a,oo9 

Children... 6 segs beg oe 
School Class Room Lib.. 

CHELd ren 20) eae 6,904 
Stations 

AGU tlre a ok eee 4,225 

Ghildren.. 3Ue. oe . 716 


Total Circustation.... 


@ee @e+t6e 0 ¢ 


Non- 


Roy (Nprad i 
Sec 


toe 


8,472 


6,676 
8,377 


12,376 


Lee Jou 


Kasy Bks, 
Gr. 1 - 3 Foreign Total 


20,150 


5928 


14 


3 


19 


99,160 


40,458 


25,678 


oT, 636 


17,808 
24,677 


26,311 
44,300 


18,728 


25 705 


5,123 
37,198 


19,039 


7,599 


1.961 


Grand 
Totals 


99,160 


10,48 


63,314 
42,485 


70,611 


44,433 


WA 


STAFF 


Dorothy L. Huth, Head Librarian 

Loretta Casey, Head of Circulation and Reference Departments 

Martha Petty, Director of Children's Work 

Lura Runkel, Head Cataloger 

Gertrude Senne, West Branch Librarian 

Verneale Slater, Lincoln Branch Librarian 

Irene Brooke, ashington Branch Librarian 

Esther Jensen, McKinley Branch Librarian 

sara Etta Crone, Bain Branch Librarian 

Klsie Krug, Senior Librarian and Assistant Reference Librarian 

Esther Swartz, Senior Assistant - Central & Hospital 

Mabel Hawes, Senior Assistant - Central 

Ellen Gagnon, Senior Assistant - Boys' and Girls’ Library 

Mildred Baas, Senior Assistant and Cataloging Assistant 

Helen Rudzik, Typist 

Dolores Westphal, Junior Assistant - pinecin 

Joyce Zuidweg, Junior aAssistant - McKinley 

Pearl Sciarra, Junior Assistant - Boys' and Girls‘ Library 
& Bain Branch 

Pauline Cuenzi, Junior Assistant - West 

Jean Joslin, Junior Assistant - Washington 

Helen Mahisted, Senior Assistant — Central 


Pages - 14 
Night Attendants - 2 
Caretakers: Harold Peterson, Henry Demmer, Eugene Lecnard 


Delourise layman resigned August 15 to be married to Mr. 
Newell Trakel, Waukesha 

Lorraine Sawyer resigned September 1 to take a position 
as branch librarian in her home town, Green Bay 

Claire Sinner resigned May 24. Mr. and Mrs. Sinner moved 
to Scotts Bluff, Nebraska 


INCREASE ) 
Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of volumes at beginning of year 68,503 39,292 107,795. 


Number of volumes added by purchase 3,254 2,992 6,246 
Number of volumes added by gift or exchange 308 6 ee 


Number of volumes added by binding not 
otherwise counted ot | 4 


Number of volumes lost or withdrawn during 


the year 3,258 2,020 
Total number at end of year 68,811 40,279 109,090 
Number of pamphlets at beginning of year 14,005 
Number of pamphlets added during the year 825 
Number of pamphlets at end of year 14,830 
Total number of pictures and photographs 24,854 
USE 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Numoer of volumes of fiction lent for 


home use 73,011 119,792) (ee jens 
Total number of volumes lent for home use 200,407 250.974 431,381 
REGISTRATION 
Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of borrowers registered 1947 4,275: 2,467 6,689 


Total number of registered borrowers . 15,424 5,809 


STATE & COUNTY 


SCHOOLS 


LIBRARY SHARE of TAX $ 
1.4% ov 2.57 pev $t00 


YOUR MONEYS WORTH ? 


Centval & Boys’ & Givls Libvavy 

West Branch & 4 School & Public Branches 

| Hospital Libvavy | 

School Room Collections 

Stations: Coopers, Five Stations, 
Vetevans’ Office, Scout Camps 

Recovd Collection 

Stovy Hours 

Pavents’ Group 

Great Books Discussion Group 

Book Lists & Exhibits 


50 1.00 1.50 2.00 2.50 3.00 


KENOSHA 

A.L.A. STANDARDS: 
MINIMUM SERVICE 
REASONABLY GOOD SERVICE 
SUPERIOR SERVICE 


KENOSHANS READ THE FOLLOWING NUMBER OF BOOKS 


ADULT BOOKS 


5000 1000015900 20000 sid 


TOTAL 200,407 


GENERAL 142 
PHILOSOPHY 2697 
RELIGION 84! 
SOCIAL SERVICE 4684 
LANGUAGE 253 
SCIENCE 2761 
USEFUL ARTS 8169 
FINE ARTS 9266 
LITERATURE 1494 
HISTORY ATI6 
TRAVEL 4346 
BIOGRAPHY 6209 
PERIODICALS 25321 
PAMPHLETS 3092 
FOREIGN 564 
FICTION 1197192 


JUVENILE BOOKS 
5000 19000 15000 


an 
zs 
= 


73,011 
EASY BOOKS 97653 TOTAL 230974 


GRAND TOTAL 431,381 


The library wishes to acknowledge publicly its deep 
appreciation for the assistance and gifts of many individu- 
als and groups. In particular we wish to thank the Parents! 
Group of the Boys‘ and Girls' Library for organizing the 
Kenosha "Friends of the Library" and for making possible 
a@ music record collection. These records are placed in 
the library for the public as a living memorial to our 
veterans who died in World War II. The men and woren of 
the Record Selection Committee have generously given their & 
time and have done fine work. We are grateful to the Kenosha 
Labor Paper and the Kenosha News for the generous space 
alotted library news articles and to radio station WLIP for 
its weekly 15 minute period, the Library Reading Room. To 
Mrs. Paul Seeger for her many library broadcasts over WLIP 
we wish to express appreciation. 


Our gratitude to the Library Board of Trustees and to 
the staff for the interest and efforts on behalf of their 
public library. 


This report is respectfully submitted by 


Dorothy L. Huth, Librarian 


Main Library 

711 = 59th Place, Tel. 6101 
Boys' and Girls’ Library 

5810 - BKighth Avenue, Tel. 2-1283 
West Branch 

2419 - Sixty-third Street, Tel. 2-1231 
Washington Branch 

4125 - Sheridan Road, Tel. 2-1831 
Lincoln Branch 

9729 - Kighteenth Avenue, Tel. 2-213] 
McKinley Branch 

9616 - Thirty-second Avenue, Tel. 2-2231 
Bain Branch 

e210 - Fifty-second Street, Tel. 2-9752 


plete 
= 
a 


UNDERGRAD, 
GRAD, STUD. 

GRAD, stuD. ASST. [J 
FACULTY 0 


cm 


| 1900 , | 1950 


Do you use these 


LIBRARY SERVICES 


\ 


Gilbert M. Sinnmons Library 


Mer vec Kenosha, |Wisconsin 
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Years of Library Service 


Latest Books 


References 


Phonograph 
Records 


Hospital Service 


Cooperation 
with Schools 


Parents 
Story Hours 


Inter-library Loans 


Great Books 
Periodicals 


Local Newspapers 


WLIP 


Local History 


Pamphlets 


Pictures and Maps 


Government 
Publications 


Rental Collection 
Book Talks 
Clubs 

Planned Reading 


Stations 


Vacation Libraries 


Indexes 
Displays and 
Activities 
Shut-ins 


Reading Room 
Public Service 


SERVICES 


7546 New books added 1950. New non-fiction on display a week before circulated, so patrons may see new 
book and reserve them. 


Reference questions answered by mail, telephone, or over the desk. 18,288 answered this year. 


Patrons may take out two albums and two single records, or four single records at one time for one week. 

= is =COROs Tl 

Hospital Servicegto svo hospitals. Semi-weekly visits to Kenosha Hospital served 160) beds = 
@@. year. St. Catherine’s has 75 beds and 576 books circulated GJM -) 


with 3,358 ~, AB 


Classroom collections, special teacher’s cards, instruction in library practices, visits of classes to libraries. 


Parents of Pre-School children discussion groups, special movies for discussion groups, weekly for pre-school 
and school age children. 7,498 attended story hours and plays this year. 


Books may be borrowed from Traveling Library, Madison University libraries and other libraries. 


groups both for first and second year groups have active discussions, bi-weekly, led by 
Mrs. Joseph Zicarelli and Mr. W. Severson, sponsored by Kenosha Vocational School 
and Gilbert M. Simmons Library. 


_ magazines received regularly, 13 newspapers, Kenosha News microfilmed 1946-date. 


Through kindness of the Kenosha Labor Paper, we have a “Books of the Week” column and they print 
articles throughout the year, and the Kenosha News has been generous in printing many articles and 
announcements. 


| y 
Y 


1 the radio frequently, and 
is on display at the desk 


Through the kindness of the local radio station, announcements are made on 
the Library has broadcasts occasionally. The answer to the quiz cael sai a 
in each library. f 


Books, scrap books, clippings and all material may be used in the library. 


16,926 pamphlets on Home Making, Home Building, the arts, film catalogs, current topics, careers, citizen 
seminars, and many other topics. Circulation 1950, 2,480. 


42,453 pictures and 839 maps available. Circulation 3,486 pictures, 77 maps. 
Census mci@®@ Bulletins, Educational material, Labor Bulletins, and many other publications. 


332 rental books in this collection, and 202 new books added in 1950. Books may be reserved. They are 
loaned for only 5 cents a week. 


Book talks in classrooms, P. T. A. groups, Clubs, etc. 
There are clubs for: boys and girls, Drama, Library Helpers, Book Summer Reading. 
Book lists, work with clubs and individuals. 


Fire stations, schoolroom libraries, ,Cooper’s Factory, Girl Scout Camps, Recreation Department, etc. 


During the summer months, Sey igi8*— a library is open one morning a week in Grant and Roosevelt 
Schools. Circulation this oS year, 4702. 


Indexes of all kind} to help your patrons find material easily, such as Readers Guide, for magazine articles, 
Granger’s Index for locating Poetry, Moody’s Investors Service, Ayers for newspapers, etc. 


Displays for special days; Christmas, Book Week, etc. 
Scouts take books to shut-ins if there is no one to. send to the library. 


Reading Room at the Main Library has new lighting and is open 365 days a year. Rooms at Boys and Girls 
and West Branch Library have been used frequently by various groups as Mental Hygiene, Art, P. T. A., 
Family Service, World Federalists, Great Books, and other groups. 
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Ready to be of 
Service 


THE STAFF 


Dorothy L. Huth Chief Librarian 
Martha Petty Director of Children’s Work 


Doris Martin Head of Reference and 

Circulation 
Elsie Krug Head Cataloger 
Gertrude Senne West Branch Librarian 
Verneale Slater Lincoln Branch Librarian 
Sara Etta Fredericksen Bain Branch Librarian 
Ellen Gagnon Washington Branch Librarian 
Helen Mahlsted McKinley Branch Librarian 
Mabel Hawes 


Esther Northway 


Assistant, Central 
Assistant, Central 


Assistant, Central and 
Hospital 


Esther Gearhart 


Carol Thompson Assistant, Boys and Girls 
Library 


Mary Koller 
Dolores Johnson 
Pauline Hafke 
Pearl Gallo 


Dolores Holzhuter Junior Assistant, Lincoln 


Assistant, Central 
Junior Assistant, Central 
Junior Assistant, West 


Junior Assistant, McKinley 


Junior Assistant, Boys and 
Girls and Bain 


Barbara Stukenberg Junior Assistant, Central 


Joyce Jensen 


Junior Assistant, 
Washington 


Rosemary Bianchi 


Colette Beau Typist 
15 PAGES 

Henry Zimmerman .. Sunday and Holiday 

Attendant 

CUSTODIANS 

Harold’ Petersdn 9.4 e4< cae: e. Central 
Hueene Leonard % <4 e2fc.nekd sx Central 
Henry Demmer .:.. 04. <. West Branch and 


Boys and Girls Library 


ee? 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


John Burns, Pretident ;.. 0.25044. 1955 
G. S. Lance, Vice-President ........ 1952 
H. J. Rafferty, Treasurer .2........ 1951 
Nicholas Magaro, Secretary ........ 1953 


M. C. Frost, 1952 
H. C. Hyslop, 1953 
Harold Maurer 


C. D. Snyder, 1951 
H. C. Smith, 1951 
EL eee TE Ex-Officio 


YOUR 


LIBRARIES 


1950 


1900 
1923 
1923 
1923 
1925 
1929 
1944 


Gilbert M. Simmons Library 
Lincoln Branch 

Washington Branch 
McKinley Branch 

West Branch 

Boys and Girls Library 
Bain Branch 


2) SSthy, Place! 2c 5e 2 a se ee a Tel 
6729 TOIW Avenues 222 oe ee Tel 
4525: Sheridan Road 22.8 oe Tel 
5616 32d Avenue... 2. 2a ee ee Tel 
2419 Gare Sireet 2. ee Tel 
5810 8th Avenue sone ee a Tel 
2210 52nd Street 2 ae ea eee Tel 


. 6101 

; 22131 
. 21831 
. 22231 
. 21231 
. 21283 
. 29752 


GROWTH 


1900 


Population 11,606 


te 


One Library 
8,194 Books 


late 


36,236 Books circulated 


a Va Wel ee 


3.1 Circulation per capita 


NaNNalia 


1,717 Borrowers 


RRR 


hiv 


8,969 Readers used Reading Room 


AREA it 


3 Staff members 
RAR 


No children’s room 


LIBRARIANS 


Mrs. Clara P. Barnes . 
Miss Cora M. Franz . . 
Miss Dorothy L. Huth ... 1946- 


emi ::.) 
1900-1910 
1911-1946 


Population 54,360 


ell 


Seven Libraries 


117,518 Rooke Cy 


Adult—70,710; Children—46, 08 ee 


ub 


648,935 Books circulated a 
pha 


8.25 Circulation mi be. ieee 


18,515 Borrowers 
6,122 pew in 1950. 


GRRRARG 


22 Staff members a . 


LOBE Ader. 


Boys and Girls Library - 
with 12,401 Books 
Annual Candlelight Story Hour | 
for Adults uy 


Ceiling Projector for home 


Telephone Reference Service 


) Hospital Service 
29 Stations Pec 
88 Classroom Collections © 
Geneology Collection 
Patent Collection 


66,370 Readers used Reading Rooms 


ie ya A 
of 


Record Player with earphones ey 


ae 


ex and hospital use 


Gy" sors: Q Microfilm reader 


hone 6101-6102 


oe) KENOSHA, WISCONSIN 
1952 


THE Lipp OF THe 


UNIVER 


Pine be 
ASTY OF 


Fifty-Second 
Annual Report 


ILLINGIS 


ss 2? 82 82 Brmprteaex#p&brmpreeaenew m= ear.rteemwemestse-weea 8 
oem tt ewee ee ke ee el ee le ee ee 8 ee ee ee eee lee eee 


Information, Recreation, Research, 


Five minute radio programs were given over WLIP Sunday 
afternoons. 


Each day in 1952 an average of 
204 people used the library reading rooms 
1,456 volumes were lent 
70 reference questions were answered 


Subscriptions to 310 magazines and 13 newspapers, ex- 
cluding duplicates, are received regularly. 


Reference work is rapidly increasing. 21,593 questions were 
answered, a gain of 8,080. 


More non-fiction is being read than fiction. Gain in non- 
fiction was 9,628, in fiction 2,105. 


6,925 more readers used the reading rooms this year than 
last. 


186 new books were added to the Rental Collection this 
year. 


There are 538 foreign books in our collection in sixteen 
languages. 


How-to-do-it books, Hobby Books, Cook Books, Art Books, 
‘and Civil Service manuals are ever popular. 


Library notes appear regularly in the following Kenosha 
publications and house organs: Kenosha Evening News 
(Society Page, Farm Department, and Teen-Age Review), 
The Kenosha Labor Paper, Chamber of Commerce 
Newsletter, Snap-On-Mirror, Cooperator, Tri-Clover. | @ 


Telephone Directories of major cities are available for 
reference. 


New long playing records are bought each month, and a 
record player is available to hear records before taking 
them out. 


The Young Adult section has books especially selected to 
interest High School girls and boys. 


The Official Patent Gazette is on file for hie oa 
in inventions. 


ORT 
K36ER 
IDER 


Aesthetic Appreciation, Education 


Ten professional conferences were attended by the librar- 
ian and staff this year. There were 29 representatives 


in 1952. 

The Kenosha Vocational School and the University Ex- 
tension are most cooperative with our Adult Education- 
al programs. 


The new set of policies, recently adopted by the board, 
is put to good use, not only in our local libraries, but, 
judging from the number of requests for copies, by many 


other libraries. 


Viewmasters and viewmaster reels are enjoyed by patrons 
in the Main Library and branches. 


Books and materials not available in the library are re- 
quested for the patron from neighboring libraries on 


inter-library loan. 


College catalogs from many colleges are available. 


The U. S. Government publishes a vast amount of material 
which is available at the public library. 


The library offers service to businessmen and labor groups 
through its many reference books. 


Farmers bulletins bring the latest information on a variety 
of subjects direct from the Department of Agriculture. 


Headline Series, Public Affairs Pamphlets, Chicago Round 
Table, and Northwestern Reviewing Stand reprints keep 


you informed on current topics. 


The library has a file of film catalogs from major distrib- 
utors. 


An in-service-training library course sponsored by the Wis- 
consin University Extension was offered here in our 
Boys and Girls Library. Eleven members took the course. 
Miss Janice Kee taught the first semester and Miss 
Martha Petty the second semester. 


The staff at Gilbert M. Simmons Library is always ready 
and willing to help you, over the desk or by telephone. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
G. S. Lance, President, 1955 
H. C. Hyslop, Vice-President, 1953 
H. J. Rafferty, Treasurer, 1954 
C. D. Snyder, Secretary, 1954 
Mrs. James Anderson, 1955 
Mrs. H. Chemerow, 1953 
R. M. Rhey, 1955 
H. C. Smith, 1954 
H. R. Maurer, ex-officio 


THE STAFF 
Huth, Dorothy L.—Chief Librarian 


Petty, Martha J.—Director of Children’s 
Work 


Krug, Elsie—Head Cataloger 

Hazard, Marilyn—Head of Circulation 
Brager, Beverly——-Reference Librarian 
Senne, Gertrude—West Branch Librarian 
Slater, Verneale—Lincoln Branch Librarian 


Gagnon, Ellen—Washington Branch 
Librarian 


Mahlsted, Helen—McKinley Branch 
Librarian 


Neis, Kathleen—Bain Branch Librarian 

Hawes, Mabel—Assistant, Central 

Gearhart, Esther—Assistant, Central 

Koller, Mary—Assistant, Central 

Royer, Suzanne—Assistant, Boys’ and 
Girls’ Library 

Gallo, Pearl—Junior, McKinley 

Jabs, Dolores—Junior, Central 

Jensen, Joyce—Junior, Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library 

Stukenberg, Barbara—Junior, Lincoln 

Bianchi, Rosemary—Junior, West 

Niccolai, Norma—Junior, Central 

Ceccarini, Grace—Junior, Washington 


Thrall, Catherine—Junior, Central — 
Cataloging 


‘Beau, Colette—Office 


Zimmerman, Henry—Sunday and Holiday 
Attendant 


Marotz, Anne—Part time helper—Bain 
Pages—Thirteen—Central and Branches 


CUSTODIANS 
Peterson, Harold—Central Library 
Demmer, Henry—West Branch and Boys’ 
& Girls’ Library 
Willems, Paul—Assistant 


aonmpea mwaeseekeeht eee , é eo 4 «8 @ 
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Your Public Library helps you keep pace with this fast moving world. 


It opens the way to learning, to earning, to broadening experiences, 
to understanding yourself and fellow men, and to knowledge, which 
iS power. 


Your Library makes it possible for all to be informed, and only in- 
formed citizens can make intelligent and thoughtful decisions. 


Out of Each 
$100 


of Tax Money 
For These 
Library 
Services 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
On Hand January 1, 1952 


a Se an $ 8,618.30 
> ra a ne 135.00 
EET ge Tote Cee 14,505.50 
te gig sss ow Mov cc oe peice ren ve vee’ $ 23,258.80 
Receipts in 1952 
Permeertation — 1 mill tax .........-.2.. 6000. _ $98, 345.00 
PON i ogc occ cee nee eceles 24,274.00 
Be a ECICY agri areiape gos e.g oar ese oie 1,999.20 
Other receipts — Fines, sundries ......-+..+..- 4,529.49 7 
Total receipts ...... OU UI ing ss wie Bla bisted oie ie 0s $124,147.69 
IRC WRT AG Ghote) vais vicio so vse asec erges $147,406.49 
EXPENDITURES 
Library Operating Expenses 
Savavies’= i ibrarians, Assistants .............%. $73,310.79 
Salaries — Pages, Sunday & Holiday Attendant... 2,168.56 
Pevremiente— Library Share ......+.0.......66- 6,927.23 
he I EEE dee na 19,990.24 
RRR sy ogi ard vitae aisles erence e ain eee 1,357.15 
EA aS 2,002.43 
ce Si a ee 1,996.47 
iapeorement and BOQWipment eee 5,506.25 
Miscellaneous—Telephone, Postage, Cartage, etc.. 2,000.05 
a ES ae 195.50 
Ce) cen MRS Tis GS SR 311.65 
Cy OUIOUS, «02. 2. 0% sled RES Oe ORS SEEE 177.56 
TENT EXCUSES. ow... 6. ke i ee eee eee ee e+ PLL, 943.88 
Building Expenses : 
Wee CGUSUOCIAMS (2 oe. nett pe ee ee te igs $10,601.96 
es atl AA ee Gp ea 1,596.94. 
i As ice cee chaste es 3,112.40 
e RE re ee GAS 2 Nes Stas ee eo 2,070.35 
Semana NTE he IS es gis 5 ks Soma b ons. e ela ses 1,780.63 
8 SS ee 69.18 
re See oo SG, a vtvio sive bbe vie oe 66 1,058.54 
Se ECT SON TICTICOS cele 5 soc gen se e's Vee ble eels enw ely s $ 20,240.00 
ME Eel ni Slots elton aso s 4 «4 %cis'n > eiecne se ore. os « $136, 183.88 
On Hand December 31, 1952 
(GOA Thay 1 8 OU i tee e ee eene 1,582.11 
RR MM PIS Eales = wi cae es cles ee 135.00 
*U. S. Bonds ($5,000.00 transferred to Bank Acct... 9,505.50 
Dy OR Sai oe (re See fe ar SAP eee Oe eee $ 11,222.61 
ols 81 LNG GM oi lel 0 RS $147,406.49 


*On reserve for maintenance and replacement of Buildings and Equipment 


BOOK COLLECTION 


Adult Juvenile Total 


Total number of volumes Dec. 31, 1952....... 71,189 51,065 122,254 
Number. of volumes added during 1952....... 3,768 5,204 8,972 
Number of volumes withdrawn during 1952.... 4,069 3,048 7,617 
Reference Questions..... 21,593 — increase over last year..... 8,080 
CIRCULATION 
Main ? bhrary no 2c. 5 ei ies ee 86,812 86,812 
Boys’ ‘& Girls’ Library. 60.0... fc eae 44,991 44,291 
West Branch: oc. 0 si. cio trae alae ae be eet ee 13,097 39,447 52,544 
Washington: Branch!o., . <5 i545) oe yee ee 14,295 40,607 54,902 
Lincoln Branch: qy/ic)). 2334 ee ee 22,598 50,722 73,320 
McKinley Brancl isc 50.02 Foden 6 eee 19,289 32,933 O2.222 
Bain: ‘Branch: ) isis soled es beilce Folie eee eee ae 3,344 39,381 42,725 
School rooms '—-98. rooms 7.14). sy eke we ee : SLAB tok 
Stations — 9 stations 7.432%. ieee eee 998 5,884 6,382 
Total si 3s i ee a 160,433 283,916 444.349 


increase — 11,728 


LIBRARY BORROWERS 


Number of registered borrowers Dec. 31, 1952.. 9,506 7,897 17,403 
Borrowers registered during the year ......... 3,085 2,740 5,825 
Number of County borrowers registered in 1952 489 239 678 
Total number of County borrowers registered.. 1,272 524 1,796 
Number of borrowers outside county registered 4 a 
Readers in Reading Room... ...45..0060eceeeene su) 74,718 
Records ‘Owned .4...0.G4.450. 4 1,035 Records circulated ........... 7,350 
Pictures: owned: sc.3'545 «oe 51,315 Pictures circulated ............ 5,134 
Maps owned: ilec¢ nae ees 902 Maps circulated... {ee 56 
Clippings “owned. (5.05) ...82, 10,964 Clippings circulated ......... 283 
Pamphlets owned <.05.5.452: 24,990 Pamphlets circulated ......... 4,828 
Number of story hours — school age ........... 178 Attendance...) . 4,345 
Number of story hours — pre-school age........ 107  Attendance...... 1,703 
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GILBERT M: SIMMONS 
LIBRARY 


Kenosha, Wisconsin 


1953 


FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 


THE 


"The Spoken word perishes, feveg 
but the written word endures.” MAR £9 1954 


Horace  UNIVERCITY OF ILLINO 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


On hand January 1, 1953 


Cash in Botie 322505 i ete se cae ge $ 1,582.11 
Petty Cash ioc. o6 ee eee 135.00 
"U.S. Bonds 2 cae ee ee 9,450.00 
Total on ‘Bean .ccccceo seeks ccs ap $ 11,167.11 ee 
Receipts in 1953 
Approprictom 3.2006 00s ee ee $100,964.00 
Refund: from icity: 203503, ooo ee ee 36,427.80 
Other receipts — Fines, sundries ......................scccccseee0 4,804.15 
Cash balance from Bond redeemed .....................--.-0--20--- 115.00 
Total receipts © ...c....2500--c colic ecccecie eon oe -- 141,410.95 
Grand (Total ss25c ee ee oe oe oe spawn cabieda eae eee ee $152,578.06 
EXPENDITURES 
Library Operating Expenses 
Salaries — Librarian, Assistants -......0000.........--ceeseeceeeee= $ 77,848.51 
Salaries — Pages, Sunday & Holiday Attendant ........ 2,187.48 
Retirement & F. I. C. — Library Share........................ 6,512.81 
Blue Crogs. coo soso.h alec cheater a ene te 768.20 
BOOKS: © ies oh2 oe ea ese 19,999.25 
Binding 620235 h oo cece 1,494.33 
Periodicals <0.05 8 oa ee ee 1,983.30 
DUPPHOS:- occ een eee cgi ea leans 2,201.13 
Improvement and Equipment ...........2........----eccceeeeceeeoeeeee® 1,734.89 
Miscellaneous — Telephone, Postage, Cartage, etc..... 2,055.85 
Printing: o.3860 0 eee 283.02 
Music ‘Recordé 22.25) 605.45 
Professional Conferences ...:..2.--.......2sc-c0ceeiceccuetdic-ataaeendesen 418.27 
Publicity: 20.0.0 ee eee 500.00. 
Total ‘operating expenses -....02202..--.5 sees eee Repro 118,592.49 
Building Expenses 
Wages — Custodians ¢..2.02.02 6 ee $ 10,870.23 
Retirement & F. I. C. — Library Share ..........0...0......... 947.88 
Blue. Cross 6 eee 112.15 
Repetirs oocyst a cece scapes 5,878.60 
Heat 5a ae DEERE Oars oe wie gts MENON SI - 2,796.92 
RCT oa a ee a ee 1,960.36 
Grounds 55-65 ee 1,084.33 
Water oot ee ae Re a ee ee 64.02 
Insurance: 22 as ee ee 666.38 
Total building expenses. -..:.-.00- sc. 24,380.87 
Total Expenditures .....cccceeccelossseeostoe seostsarsucesssst oe rn ree 
On hand December 31, 1953 
Cash vin: Bole: cit coo cs ee ee ees 12 
Petty: Cosh ie ee 135.00 
Interest on note #0000 ee eee 19.58 
OU SP BO ea ene ae 9,450.00 9,604.70 
Grond ‘Totahs.e a oe iss Svea snd Ses tntrt cites te anne $152,578.06 


* On reserve — Booktrailer in 1954 


y ts 


YOUR LIBRARY STORY 


in pictures 


BOOKS AND LIBRARIES 


mean the same thing to most people, 
so that is where the story begins... 
at a monthly book selection meeting 
of the chief librarian, department 
heads, and branch librarians. 


NEW BOOKS 


travel through several departments 
before they are ready to circuiate. 


Acquisitions 
and 


Accessioning 


Cataloging 


Processing 


THE PASSPORT 
to the wonderful world of books 


is your library card which is available 
to any resident of Kenosha or Kenosha 
County. free of charge. 


ALTHOUGH CIRCULATING BOOKS 


makes up a large part 
of library service 


THE REFERENCE DEPARTMENT 


answers 
questions 

by telephone 
as well as in 
the library 


OUR BOOKS GO TO SCHOOLS 


to 
Washington Branch 
and to 
Lincoln Branch 
and 


McKinley Branch. 


to 


Bain Branch 


Twice a week 


all branch collections are 
supplemented by deliveries 
from the Main Library and 
Boys’ and Girls’ Library. 


ALL AGES ENJOY STORY HOURS 


PRE-SLAGAS, 
STORY HOLH 


EVERY WED. AT Age 


PRE-SCHOOL STORY 
HOURS AT 
WEST BRANCH 
AND 
‘BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ 
LIBRARY 


LINCOLN BRANCH 
HAS AN 
ADULT 
BOOK REVIEWING CLUB 


LIBRARIANS DO MORE 
THAN CHARGE OUT BOOKS 


For Example: 
McKinley Branch has an active 


Library Assistants Club 


A Parents Group 
receives help at 
West Branch 


Boys and Girls Library 
encourages a 
Good Readers Club 


AND BEHIND THE SCENES 


are the many activities connected 


with any public institution. 


Bookkeeping, 
Statistics, 
Finances, 

etc. 


Maintenance and 
Repairs, 
Upkeep of Grounds 


BOOK COLLECTION 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Total number of volumes December 31, 1953............ 73,922 55,739 129,661 
Number of volumes added during 19953.................... 4,884 7,276 12,160 
Number of volumes withdrawn during 1959 .......... 2,151 2,602 4,753 
Reference Questions — 20,329 
CIRCULATION 
aI IE Yao aaa taat sa den senses atctocendccpnevesennicaeceoereses 93,180 93,180 
Boys G Girls LAbrary  ..- 2.0. ......cese-ecenecbesnneessenoseoneee 41,891 41,891 
Ay OE SITE ORS ae it gla NEE oe 11,555 41,305 52,860 
IOUT Ga FS NEA ASR EN RAIRCTS, Soca spec casi Sd aks degeg see Stenp-naese gee 14,141 43,154 57,295 
DP r ries PPE NE CAM Ses ELE of on Sone ns ea eos a= wdtsdn ena niscse souvent 23,066 56,071 79,137 
CERO EES. Sy.) go 71S Ok arte yale em nee iste mS Shares aMneice Raee Ease 17,121 34,709 51,830 
jiTwstrd ds) Cer ojcla  yiesabanlies UMass tA alle a ERO Re, oh eee 3,740 33,302 37,042 
School rooms — 120 rooms in 16 schools ................ 34,910 34,910 
SUSAR, cal ENE RR ete a SeP alle tee Tone 420 4,523 4,943 
MU ae ei Yhap ceu eee anaes vdicas a rnnoonee 163,223 289,865 453,088 
Gain of 8,739 
Rural Circulation 14,178—a gain of 2,695 
LIBRARY BORROWERS 
Number of registered borrowers, Dec. 31, 1953........ 9,335 8,380 17,715 
Borrowers registered during the year .................... 3,337 3,020 6,357 
Number of County borrowers registered in 1953.... 446 199 645 
Total number of County borrowers registered ........ 1,273 570 1,843 
Number of borrowers outside county registered a & 4 
Records owned .............--.-.s-ese00 1,266 Records circulated ...................... 6,754 
Pictures owned .............--..----000-0- 77,023 Pictures circulated ...................... 4,973 
MICS OWNOG Ho. eccepeee ast sitiee 14,558 Maps circulated .................-.......- 73 
Clippings owned ....................-... 13,629 Clippings circulated .................... 161 
Pamphlets owned. ...................-.. 35,230 Pamphlets circulated .................. 5,865 
Number of story hours — school age ..................... 145 Attendance 3,626 


Number of story hours — pre-school age ................. 103 


Attendance 1,472 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


G. S. Lance, President, 1955 
H. J. Rafferty, Treasurer, 1954 
C. D. Snyder, Secretary, 1954 
Mrs. James Anderson, 1955 
R. L. Grover, 1956 

Mrs. J. K. Huyck, 1956 

G. P. Manson, 1956 

H. C. Smith, 1954 

H. R. Maurer, ex-officio 


THE STAFF 
Chief Librarian. 2.0.) ee le ee Dorothy L. Huth 
Director of Children’s Work.........0000 Martha J. Petty 
Head of Catalog Department..20 ee Elsie Krug 
Head of Circulation Department...............0..20.2..0.....-. Marilyn Hazard 
Reterence: Librarian 2.00) oo. Se Beverly Brager 
Branch Librarians 
West) 250.35 ee Gertrude Senne 
Lincoln: 7.0 a a Verneale Slater 
Washington). ee Ellen Gagnon 
McKinley. 75. <i ee eee Helen Mahlsted 
Bett a ee Kathleen Neis 
Assistants 
Central. ee Mabel Hawes 
Central: i ie ee Esther Gearhart 
Boys and Girlg ee Suzanne Royer — 
Conttal 220 ee Genevieve Locke 
Juniors 
McKinley: 200 ee as eo ee ee Pearl Gallo 
Central: co ee ee Dolores Jabs 
Boys ond Girls). 05 Joyce Jensen 
LINCOM Wu a a Barbara Stukenberg 
WOSE coi ee Rosemary Bianchi 
Washingion! 302 754 ee Grace Ceccarini 
Central-Cataloging —...0......----e:ceececcceeceeeeeeeceesees Catherine Thrall 
Central (50 oes ee eee Beverly Wiley 
Onice es eee a Colette Beau 
Part-time ‘Helpers. 008 Anne Marotz 
Sunday and Holiday Attendant .......0002000...... Henry Zimmerman 


Thirteen Pages at Central and Branches 


_ BUILDING CUSTODIANS 


Central) hg eee Harold Peterson 
Boys’ & Girls and West... ee Henry Demmer 
Central cies ee ee eee Paul Willems 
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